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MAYORAL TRANSITION 


GAS PIPELINE 



Mayor Richard Cohen sits at his desk on his last day in office, Dec. 30... 


... and Mayor William Sapelli sits at his desk Jan. 2. PHOTOS BY MICHAEL J. BALLWAY 


One era ends... 

Cohen bids adieu after 16 years as mayor 


another begins 

Sapelli says leadership begins with listening 


By Michael J. Ballway 

mballway@turley. com 


R ichard Cohen ran his first 
campaign, 18 years ago, on 
a platform of “honesty, loy¬ 
alty, generosity.” 

Has he lived up to those stan¬ 
dards as Agawam’s mayor for all 
but two of the years since then? 
“Absolutely,” he said on Dec. 28, 
his last full day behind the big 


desk in the second-floor office at 
Town Hall. 

“I have no regrets,” Cohen add¬ 
ed. “I’ve enjoyed every minute of 
it. I am truly proud of what my 
administration and my team have 
been able to accomplish.” 

Cohen pointed to the creation 
and rehabilitation of several town 
parks — School Street Park, the 
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By Michael J. Ballway 

mballway@turley. com 

A n hour after being sworn 
in to the town’s highest 
elected office, William Sa¬ 
pelli sips coffee behind a mostly 
empty desk, entirely unfazed by 
the power or even the novelty. 

His new role as chief executive 
of his native town — he started 
work Tuesday, Jan. 2 — isn’t all 


that new, he says. 

“I’ve been working for six weeks 
now,” Sapelli said. In the month 
and a half since his landslide elec¬ 
tion victory in November, Sapelli 
said, he has continued meeting 
with the constituents he met on 
the campaign trail. He’s attended 
as many town board meetings as 
he can, not just City Council but 
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State, 
feds 
looking 
at spill 

By Peter Spotts 

aan@turley.com 

State and federal author¬ 
ities are investigating the 
16,500 gallons of gas pipeline 
wastewater improperly dis¬ 
charged Nov. 20 in Agawam. 

Tennessee Gas Pipline 
Company LLC, a subsidiary 
of Kinder Morgan Inc., was 
informed of the improper dis¬ 
charge at its Agawam com¬ 
pressor station on Nov. 27 
by its contractor Henkels 8c 
McCoy, which is working on 
a pipeline expansion project 
that stretches from the Suff- 
ield Street facility into the 
state of Connecticut. Though 
a Federal Energy Regulato¬ 
ry Commission report notes 
that the compressor station 
is near a tributary creek to 
Worthington Brook, which 
crosses southern Agawam, it 
also states that the company 
believes the discharged water 
did not enter any water body 
or shoreline. 

In a statement, Kinder Mor¬ 
gan said “Henkels 8c McCoy, its 
contractor on the Connecticut 
Expansion Project, had disre¬ 
garded specific instructions 
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CITY COUNCIL 

Johnson takes back chair 


Calabrese beats Suffriti in 
close vote for vice president 

By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibelli@turley. com 

The Agawam City Council rang in the 
new year by selecting a familiar face to serve 
as its president, and bringing back another 
experienced hand as council vice president. 

Councilor Christopher Johnson, who 
led the council for four straight years be¬ 
fore yielding the seat to James Cichetti 
for the past two years, was unanimously 
selected by his peers as president for at 
least the next year. 

Though his previous tenure as council 
president saw a frequently combative re¬ 
lationship between the town’s legislative 
body and the mayor’s office, Johnson said 
he is eager to work with new Mayor Wil¬ 
liam Sapelli, the former superintendent 
of schools. Sapelli was in attendance at 


the council meeting. 

“I appreciate the vote of confidence 
from my colleagues to be president again,” 
said Johnson. “I think 
we have a good group 
here and I am looking 
forward to working 
with our new mayor 
to get things done.” 

Johnson did not 
make criticisms of 
the previous adminis¬ 
tration following the 
vote that made him 
president, but rather 
said there was sim¬ 
ply a “clash of styles” 
when it came to the 
mayor and the council. 

As council president, he hopes to work 
with Sapelli to make the next two years 
productive. 

“I have known Bill Sapelli for many 
COUNCIL I page 13 



Christopher 

Johnson 


Home team cheer 



Lily Coleman and Macey Eldred cheer along with the Sting Dance Team — from left, Lisa Okscin, 
Alexis McCrae and Carlee Santaniello — during the Springfield Sting semiprofessional basketball 
team’s home game Dec. 30 at Agawam High School. More images from the Sting game on pages 8-9. 

PHOTO BY DAVID HENRY / WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 
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DEATH NOTICES 

Hogan, Eunice C. 

Died Dec. 30 
Funeral Jan. 3 
Corridan Funeral Flome 
Chicopee 

Innarelli, Albert V. 

Died Dec. 31 
Funeral Jan. 2 

Tazzini Funeral and Cremation 

Services 

Springfield 

Pedulla, Marianne R. 

Died Dec. 23 
Private burial 

Colonial Forastiere Funeral 
Flome of Agawam 

Perreault, Raymond E. 

Died Dec. 29 
Funeral Jan. 2 
Curran-Jones Funeral Flome 
Agawam 

Wood, Deborah A. 

Died Dec. 22 
Funeral Jan. 2 

Sampson Chapel of the Acres 
Springfield 


Agawam Advertiser News 

Obituary 

Policy 

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$75, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 

submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com. 

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 


Athletes in service 



Members of the Agawam High School boys and girls indoor track and field teams came together 
along with their families and coaches to donate over 80 items to Toys for Tots last month through the 
Agawam Police Department Stuff-a-Cruiser Event. The teams are led by head coach Daniel Pryce and 
assistant coach Brittney Bussiere and will be recognized by the MIAA with an Educational Athletic 
Achievement Award for Community Service. This award recognizes student-athletes, coaches and 
teams for outstanding acts or initiatives in relation to one or more of the MIAA Educational Athletics 
Pillars of Community Service, Leadership and Sportsmanship. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Business input sought at 
stormwater workshop 


Agawam’s Public Works Department is 
requesting a meeting with local business 
owners on Jan. 16 to review the progress 
of the Stormwater Advisory Task Force, 
discuss options to meet the future funding 
needs for the Stormwater Management 
program, and incorporate feedback from 
business owners. 

When rainfall hits the ground, it can 
move in mysterious ways. If it hits natural 
ground, it often soaks in. If it hits a rooftop, 
driveway, parking lot, or roadway, chanc¬ 
es are it will run off into the nearest street 
drain, move through a series of pipes and 
then out to a nearby stream, and the West- 
field and Connecticut rivers. But it can pool 
or backup in many places, as well, especially 
where the drainage system itself is failing. 

In Agawam, the Public Works Depart¬ 
ment maintains some 4,757 street drains, 
also known as catchbasins; 122 miles of 
drain pipe; and 2,352 manholes, to convey 
storm flows to the town’s 512 outfalls that 
outlet to waterways, which themselves in¬ 
volve some 3.2 miles of culverts maintained 
by Public Works. To most of us, this storm 
system is invisible. Only when things start 
to fall apart, or fail, does it become clear 
that this infrastructure is critically import¬ 
ant. While roughly 17 percent of this sys¬ 
tem was installed in the last 30 years, the 
rest of the system is much older, or the age 
is unknown. 

At the same time, important new federal 
Clean Water Act permit requirements seek 
to reduce polluted storm flows from de¬ 
veloped areas to rivers and streams. These 
requirements entail water quality sampling 
within the storm system, promoting storm¬ 
water management practices that better 
soak up rather than convey rainfall, and 
more frequent street sweeping and street 
drain cleaning, among other actions. 

Public Works Director Chris Golba 
notes, “When you align proper care of our 
aging storm system with these new permit 
requirements, we have our work cut out 
for us.” 


In the summer of 2017, a 10-mem¬ 
ber Stormwater Advisory Task Force was 
formed which includes Agawam residents, 
business owners, clergy members, city 
councilors and Public Works officials. The 
purpose of this task force is to help figure 
out how to better fund the work of caring 
for the storm system and reduce polluted 
flows from developed areas. 

For years, storm system work has been 
funded through the town’s general fund. 
With the age of the system and expand¬ 
ed Clean Water Act permit requirements, 
the level of effort and costs for this work 
will increase significantly. The amount of 
this increase is something that consultant 
Amec Foster Wheeler is evaluating for the 
task force through interviews with Pub¬ 
lic Works officials about the system, and 
careful review of available data and effort 
needed to meet permit requirements over 
the next five years and beyond. 

Since its formation, the task force has 
attended five meetings in order to educate 
the members about stormwater and how it 
is managed in Agawam, including current 
and projected program costs. Also, there 
have been two public meetings for the pur¬ 
pose of engaging, educating and eliciting 
comments from Agawam government offi¬ 
cials and senior citizen residents. 

Members of the Stormwater Advisory 
Task Force are city councilors Christopher 
Johnson and Robert Rossi, former City 
Councilor James Cichetti, former Mayor 
Susan Dawson, resident Herbert Holl, the 
Rev. Rob Donaldson, Conservation Com¬ 
missioner Henry Kosloski, Allied Flooring 
and Paint owner Mario Tedeschi, Six Flags 
New England Facilities Manager Dave 
Jenks, Public Works Director Chris Golba, 
and Town Engineer Michelle Chase. 

More information about the task force 
and the current Stormwater Management 
program, including informational docu¬ 
ments and presentations from former Task 
Force meetings, can be found at www.aga- 
wam.ma.us/SW-TaskForce. 


CORRECTION 

Because of an editor’s error, the status of the district improvement financing proposal 
for the Walnut Street Extension area was mischaracterized in a page 1 story in the Dec. 
28 Agawam Advertiser News (“‘Eyesore’ is Gone but Work Remains”). The City Council has 
approved funds for a consultant to work on defining the DIF, including determining its 
boundaries, but a final vote on whether to adopt the tax arrangement has not been taken. 


Mayor, councilors, 
school board to be 
sworn in Sunday 

A brief swearing-in ceremony will be held Sunday for 
Mayor William Sapelli as well as the incoming Agawam 
City Council and Agawam School Committee. The cer¬ 
emony will take place at 1 p.m. on Jan. 7 the Roberta 
Doering School, 68 Main St., Agawam. 

After the ceremony, cookies and coffee will be served 
at a reception in order to give attendees an opportunity 
to meet the new mayor and other elected officials. Sa¬ 
pelli is one of six non-incumbents elected to town-wide 
office last month; Robert Magovern, Dino Mercadante 
and Rosemary Sandlin will be sworn in to the 11-mem- 
ber City Council; and Kerri O’Connor and Tracy Wilkie 
will join Sapelli, serving ex-oficio, as the three new faces 
on the seven-member School Committee. Terms for all 
three offices are two years. 

The new officials replace former Mayor Richard 
Cohen, who opted not to run for re-election; former 
Council President James Cichetti, who gave up his seat 
in an unsuccessful bid for mayor; former Councilors 
Donald Rheault and Richard Theroux, who were not 
re-elected; former School Committee member Diane 
Juzba, who chose not to run for re-election; and former 
School Committee member Brian Burbank, who was 
not re-elected. 


Training course begins 
Jan. 25 at TV studio 

An orientation and training course for all those in¬ 
teresting in volunteering at Agawam Public Access 
Television will begin Thursday, Jan. 25, and will run for 
four weeks. All volunteers are required to attend and 
complete this basic course, regardless of degree or pre¬ 
vious television experience. 

The course will run from 3:30 to 5 p.m. and will in¬ 
clude such topics as basics of television production; 
duties of the production crew; color temperature and 
white balancing; lighting; audio; explanation of green 
screen, composition and depth of field; functions of the 
producer and director; and more. 

The studio is at Agawam High School, 760 Cooper 
St., Agawam. The door is at the rear of the building. Vol¬ 
unteers should bring a three-ring binder to take notes. 
Handouts will be distributed and can be kept for future 
reference. 

Registration is required to attend this course and 
space is limited. Those planning on attending should 
email derekjarv@aol.com. 


Vendors sought for 
AHS Band aid auction 

The Agawam High School Band Parents Association 
will host its annual Quarter Auction in support of the high 
school band students on Friday, Jan. 26. Vendors are be¬ 
ing sought for the event, which will take place at St. John 
the Evangelist Church Parish Center, 833 Main St., Aga¬ 
wam. Doors open to the vendors at 4 p.m. Vendors must 
be set up by 5:30 p.m. Doors open to the public at 6 p.m. 
Vendor applications will be approved on a first-come 
basis. To submit an application, vendors should for¬ 
ward their name, complete address, cell phone number, 
email address, name of the product and any applicable 
website to Sarah Johnson, 1026 Springfield St., Feeding 
Hills, MA 01030. The application deadline is Jan. 12. 

The cost is $20 for an eight-foot rectangular table. 
Vendors may bring additional tables for a 10-by-10-foot 
space, and must provide their own tablecloths and two 
baskets valued at a minimum of $20 each, to be auc¬ 
tioned off. Proceeds from the first basket go to the ven¬ 
dor, with proceeds from the second basket going to the 
AHS Band Parents Association. 

For more information, email johnsonl082@hotmail. 
com with vendor name and product. 
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Board departures 



From left, Richard Theroux, James Cichetti and Donald Rheault stand on the dais after their final City 
Council meeting on Dec. 18. Cichetti chose not to run for re-election. Rheault, the longest-serving 
councilor, and Theroux, who served several terms on the council and 30 years as town clerk, were 
unsuccessful in bids for re-election. Colleagues offered tributes and gifts to each of the departing 
councilors during the tear-filled meeting. PHOTO BY MICHAEL J. BALLWAY 


Tree collections on trash day 


Follow rules, stay safe during 
snowstorms, cold weather 


Republic Services will provide courtesy 
disposal of Christmas trees on the same 
day as scheduled trash collection during 
the week of Jan. 8-12. 

Trees should be placed at the curb or 
on the tree belt no earlier than 7 a.m. of 
the household’s usual trash collection day. 
Trees 7 feet or larger must be cut in half. 
Trees in plastic bags will not be collected. 

It is not the responsibility of the hauler 
to dig out trees buried in the snow due to 


The Tobacco Valley Artists Associa¬ 
tion will hold its monthly meeting and art 
demonstration at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 17, at the Agawam Senior Center, 954 
Main St, Agawam. Pastel artist Meg Ban- 
darra will be the featured guest. 

Bandarra expressed the desire to be 
an artist from an early age, growing up in 
Northampton. After graduating from the 
Hartford Art School with a BFA, and before 
becoming a pastel artist, she owned her 
own graphic design company and was cre¬ 
ative director for an international corpora¬ 
tion, where she worked with some of the 
world’s best-known and -loved children’s 


plowing or snowfall. The trees will not be 
picked up by the regular trash truck, but by 
a separate truck running on the same day. 

Any Agawam resident wishing to dis¬ 
pose of a Christmas tree before or after 
the scheduled collection date can pick up 
a yard waste pass for the Bondi’s Island 
landfill at the Department of Public Works 
office, 1000 Suffield St., Agawam. The of¬ 
fice is open 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Mondays 
through Fridays, excepting holidays. 


literary brands. 

Now dedicated to painting, Bandarra 
enjoys working both in her Northampton 
studio as well as “en plein aire,” particularly 
at night. She is a member of several art or¬ 
ganizations, including the Pastel Painters 
Society of Cape Cod and the Connecticut 
Pastel Society. For more information about 
Bandarra, visit megbandarra.com. 

The Tobacco Valley Artists Associa¬ 
tion meets on the third Wednesday of the 
month. Meetings are open to all lovers of 
art. For more information, contact Sam 
Dupuis at 860-745-3608 or samdupuis45@ 
outlook.com. 


With Agawam experiencing its lowest 
temperatures yet this winter, Depart¬ 
ment of Public Works officials recently 
reminded residents of winter rules and 
cold-weather maintenance tips, includ¬ 
ing the placement of trash carts, keeping 
sidewalks clear, avoiding frozen pipes 
and keeping fire hydrants clear during the 
winter months. 

Trash service 

• During or after a snowstorm, res¬ 
idents are asked to wait until 7 a.m. of 
their scheduled collection day to roll 
carts to the tree belt. 

• Residents are asked to remove carts 
from the tree belts as soon as possible. 
Carts should not be left out overnight 
during a snowstorm. 

• The town is not responsible for any 
damage to carts left out during a snow 
event where services have been cancelled. 

• Any change in service due to a snow 
event will be announced on the news 
page at www.agawam.ma.us, as well as 
through the town’s “Code Red” communi¬ 
ty notification call. To join Code Red, visit 
the town website. 

Parking bans 

• During heavy snowfall events, res¬ 
idents are asked to park off the street to 
allow plows to clear as much of the road¬ 
way as possible. 

• Parking bans will be posted on the 
town website, as well as on television sta¬ 
tions WGGB 40, WSHM 3, WWLP 22 and 
Fox 6 , and on radio stations WMAS-FM 
94.7, WAQY-FM 102.1 and WHYN-AM 560. 

• Any vehicle parked in violation of a 
winter parking ban may be removed by the 
town, with all charges and expenses in¬ 
curred at the expense of the vehicle owner. 

Snow shoveling 

• Under Agawam Ordinance 155-10, 
it is the responsibility of the adjacent 
property owner to keep sidewalks clear of 
snow and ice within 24 hours after snow¬ 
fall ends or where ice has encumbered. 

• Cleared snow and ice shall not be 
pushed into streets or other public rights 
of way. 


ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — The 37th 
annual “Agawam Day in Florida” will be 
held Wednesday, March 7, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. 

Former Agawam residents, old 
friends, classmates and relatives will 


• Report snow- and ice-obstructed 
sidewalks to Agawam Police Department 
at 413-786-4767, or the Department of In¬ 
spection Services at 413-821-0632. 

• Residents are asked to be observant 
of fire hydrant locations to ensure that 
emergency access to those hydrants is 
maintained. 

• The Water and Fire departments 
ask that a 2- to 3-foot circle around the 
hydrants be left clear of significant snow 
accumulations to provide clear emer¬ 
gency access. 

Carbon monoxide 

• Homeowners should have their heat¬ 
ing system, water heater, and any other 
gas-, oil-, wood- or coal-burning appli¬ 
ance serviced by a qualified technician 
every year. These can be sources of car¬ 
bon monoxide poisoning. 

• Do not use a generator, charcoal grill, 
camp stove, or other gasoline or charcoal 
burning devices inside a home, basement 
or garage, or near a window. Generators 
should be located at least 20 feet from an 
occupied structure. 

• Fireplaces should be kept clean and 
well-vented 

• Homeowners should inspect their 
property after heavy snowfall to make 
sure snow is removed from around ex¬ 
haust stacks, vents and fresh-air intakes 

Frozen pipes 

• Homeowners should drain water 
from all swimming pool and water sprin¬ 
kler supply lines. 

• Hoses used outdoors should be re¬ 
moved, drained and stored. 

• Insulate attics, basements and crawl 
spaces. Insulation will maintain higher 
temperatures in these areas. 

• Weather strip doors and windows. 

• Leave cabinet doors under sinks open, 
especially sinks located on exterior walls. 

• Set thermostats no lower than 55 de¬ 
grees, even if the house is unoccupied. 

• Allow a faucet to drip slightly if there 
is a chance a pipe will freeze. 

• Protect the water meter from freez¬ 
ing to avoid any maintenance or replace¬ 
ment charges. 


meet at Fort DeSoto National Park, St. 
Petersburg, Fla., for a reunion, picnic, 
raffles, hugs and old memories. For in¬ 
formation on this event, contact Hank 
Drewnowski at 860-462-7273 or email 
hdrew2452@gmail.com. 


Pastel artist to speak at TVAA Jan. 17 


Agawam Day set for March 7 in Fla. 


Seminar next week on 
solving family conflicts 

The Agawam Family and Community Program will 
sponsor “What’s Your Problem Anyway,” from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 9, at the Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper 
St., Agawam. 

Presented by Jeanine Fitzgerald, the program will exam¬ 
ine the skills required for problem-solving, as well as strate¬ 
gies for conflict resolution. Fitztgerald draws on more than 
30 years of professional experience to empower teachers 
and parents to achieve more with children “at risk.” With ex¬ 
perience as a certified teacher, mental health professional 
and mother of three grown children, she understands the 
promise of every child, as well as the diversity of their needs. 

Registration is not required. Childcare is not provided. 
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OUR VIEW 

Safety 1 st in 
cold weather 

J 'ust when we thought we’d survived 
the cold snap, another weekend of 
single-digit temperatures is forecast 
arrive about the same time as this 
newspaper. 

There is no better time for a reminder 
that being a helpful neighbor can actu¬ 
ally save lives — especially if your neigh¬ 
bor is a senior citizen. Be sure to check 
in on elderly adults during these cold, 
snowy days. Older adults should also 
be mindful of some very important tips 
during this time: 

• Stay in touch in with family, friends 
and neighbors. Schedule phone calls, or 
enlist the help of a professional caregiv¬ 
er to come in for an hour a week. 

• Make arrangements for assistance 
in case of a blizzard or power outage. 
Keep important numbers in an emer¬ 
gency kit, along with non-perishable 
foods, water and medications. 

• Be familiar with your local resourc¬ 
es. Visit www.ready.gov/seniors, www. 
noaa.gov or www.redcross.org for more 
information about cold weather. 

Don’t freeze 

Those over the age of 65 account for 
nearly half of all hypothermia deaths. As 
the body ages, the ability to maintain 
a normal internal body temperature 
decreases, creating an insensitivity to 
moderately cold temperatures. Seniors 
may not realize they are putting them¬ 
selves at risk until symptoms appear. 
Symptoms of hypothermia include shiv¬ 
ering, exhaustion, confusion, fumbling 
hands, memory loss, slurred speech and 
drowsiness. If symptoms are present, 
immediate medical attention is neces¬ 
sary. 

The leading reason for hypothermia 
in the elderly is due to poorly heated 
homes, which is entirely preventable. 

Follow these simple tips to ensure a 
warm household: 

• Keep the thermostat at 65 degrees, 
at least. Consistently check it to make 
sure your home is sufficiently warm. 
Even as heating costs rise, your safety 
should be a priority. 

• Put a carbon monoxide detector 
near where you sleep. 

• Ensure that there is adequate insu¬ 
lation, and check and clean the fireplace 
and furnace. Furnace filters should be 
replaced monthly. 

• Minimize drafts by filling old socks 
with sand and using them in drafty win¬ 
dowsills and door jams. Weather-strip 
around windows and doors. Keep doors 
to unused rooms closed and close cur¬ 
tains at night. 

• Add an extra blanket to the bed and 
warm the bed in advance with a hot wa¬ 
ter bottle. Never use an electric blanket 
- it may be difficult to operate the con¬ 
trols if the temperature needs to be ad¬ 
justed in the night. 

• Dress in layers of loose fitting cloth¬ 
ing. If you go outside, make sure your 
head is covered. 

The Agawam DPW has more tips on 
coping with the cold — for everyone, not 
just seniors — on page 3 of this week’s 
newspaper. 


Stay standing 

Every year, more than 1.6 million 
seniors end up in the emergency room 
because of a fall. With icy conditions, 
the chances of falling are even greater. 
Elders should take a couple minutes 
per day and stretch their limbs in or¬ 
der to loosen muscles. Wear shoes or 
boots with a non-skid sole. Above all 
else, stay inside whenever possible 
and let others help with tasks such as 
shoveling or errands. 

There’s no two ways about it — it’s 
cold outside. With a little help from 
friends, relatives and neighbors, though, 
we can all be safe and warm inside. 
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Group wants you to ‘Be Heard’ 




By Les Tingley 

B eHeardAgawam is a con¬ 
cept that grew out of frus¬ 
tration in the way elected 
officials communicate with Aga¬ 
wam residents. Citizen speak 
time, at council meetings, is 
not a platform that lends itself 
to effective communications, as 
it does not allow for any form 
of dialogue between those few 
citizens who choose to speak 
and City Council members. At a 
meeting this past year, one coun¬ 
cil member expressed frustra¬ 
tion that the decision for the city 
rested solely on the shoulders 
of the 11 council members. This 
came even after a few residents 
had earlier taken the podium. To 
me, this was a good indication 
that these few residents were 
viewed by council as just that: 
the opinion of a few residents. 

Last year, I sought the opin¬ 
ions of many from the commu¬ 
nity who are either active polit¬ 
ically, running for office, sitting 
on town commissions, council 
members, or active in local fo¬ 
rums. Their input was, and con¬ 
tinues to be, instrumental in 
breathing life into BeHeardAga¬ 
wam. We ended up with more 
clever ideas than could possibly 
be implemented all at once, so 
a phased approach was decided 
upon to begin in January 2018. 

At a basic level, BeHeardAga¬ 


wam can be viewed as a simple 
platform for Agawam voters to 
voice their opinions on items 
the council will be voting on at 
the next City Council meetings. 
Meeting agendas are released on 
the Thursday prior to the typical 
Monday meetings. The items up 
for vote will be published on ac¬ 
tive Facebook.com forums, and 
eventually other forms of social 
media. This will allow time for 
discussions, debates, etc., pri¬ 
or to those items being placed 
online for a simple yes-no vote. 
The results of the poll will be pre¬ 
sented to City Council members 
prior to those members casting 
their votes at the meeting. This, 
of course, is no guarantee that 
their votes will mirror the votes 
of residents, but it is my hope that 
council members will provide us 
with an explanation as to why 
they felt it necessary to go in a 
different direction. Further, we 
will keep track of voting, as it will 
help voters in 2019 to determine 
which council members most of¬ 
ten agreed with their opinions of 
important issues. 

Phase I of BeHeardAgawam 


will be the introduction of Be¬ 
HeardAgawam as a means for 
residents to easily cast their 
vote on issues to be voted on at 
the second council meeting. In 
Phase II, we will introduce the 
second, and probably most im¬ 
portant aspect of BeHeardAga¬ 
wam, which is the production 
of informative and educational 
media. Topics will include such 
items as how our local govern¬ 
ment works, the registering and 
voting process, and many oth¬ 
er subjects that will benefit the 
community. It is the intent of 
BeHeardAgawam to meet people 
where they are at, by being active 
in current forums, social media, 
as well as the Agawam Advertis¬ 
er News. We do not see the need 
for another forum at this time. 

Please check out the Face- 
book.com forums for informa¬ 
tion this week on how to take 
part in BeHeardAgawam. 

“You’ve got a voice, so Be¬ 
HeardAgawam.” 

Les Tingley is a Feeding Hills 
resident and the founder of Be¬ 
HeardAgawam. 


YESTERDAY'S HOMETOWN NEWS 

Deja vu, Mount Anthony 


T akedown, reversal, cradle. Wrestling terms 
that moms and dads learn as they watch 
their children compete in a sport considered 
one of the most physically challenging of the dozens 
available to our high school Brownies. 

Most Brownies under the age of 80 do 
not know that we had a wrestling team in 
the early ’50s. I’ve told the story at least 
once before, so you may know that back 
then Norm Frisbie sustained a broken 
neck at wrestling practice and the rest 
of the season was cancelled. Later, our 
superintendent of schools, James Clark, 
was adamant that there would be no 
wrestling at AHS. When he retired, wres¬ 
tling was brought back and Springfield 
College grad Phil Tomkiel was given the 
task of putting us on the map. He had learned wres¬ 
tling at Springfield College on the team coached by 
legendary Doug Parker, so to be successful at AHS 
he had to pass on the skills he had learned. 


As you know, Phil was a master of his craft and 
led AHS to 11 Western Mass, championships and 
two state championships. I think it was 1991 when 
our Brownies wrestling team had a match scheduled 
against Mount Anthony of Bennington, 
Vt. Not knowing much about the school, 
I thought it nice of the Mount Anthony 
team to come all the way down here to 
get crushed by our championship team. 

The match started at the lowest weight 
class, and before long Mount Anthony 
had a big lead. With several more loss¬ 
es, we were still not on the board at the 
midpoint. Finally, Nick Langone won his 
match and the fear of a shutout was elim¬ 
inated. Only one more AHS wrestler won, 
so the final score was something like 54-6. 
Before I left, I decided to ask a Mount Anthony 
mom if she knew why her team was so much better 
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Think you know your town? Take the 2017 news quiz 


How well did you follow the news in 2017? For each 
of the questions below, the answer appeared somewhere 
in the pages of the Agawam Advertiser News in the past 
year. If you think you’ve got a good handle on everything 
that happened in this own in the past 12 months, take 
the quiz and send your answers to Agawam Advertiser 
News, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. You may also fax 
413-786-8457, or email editor Michael Ballway at mball- 
way@turley.com. 

Please send the answers on a separate piece of paper, 
typed or neatly printed, with your name and daytime 
telephone number (not for publication) at the top, and 
each question and answer denoted by number and letter 
only (e.g.: 1-A, 2-B, 3-A, 4-C, etc.). Those with the highest 
scores will be recognized in an upcoming edition of the 
Agawam Advertiser News. Entries must be received by 
Jan. 12. Good luck! 

1. What hobby has people requesting the skills of Jeff 
Bellefleur of Agawam, a retired landscaper? 

A. Chainsaw art 

B. Japanese rock gardens 

C. Hedge topiary 

D. Flower arrangements 

2. Several town officials complained to the U.S. De¬ 
partment of Agriculture in January about what? 

A. New regulations on horse farms 

B. Relaxed guidelines on student nutrition 

C. Dead starling birds in town 

D. Lack of funding for sewers in Feeding Hills 

3. Before poll workers employed by the town were 
raised to the state minimum wage of $11 per hour, 
how much were they being paid? 

A. $6.60 per hour 

B. $7.70 per hour 

C. $8.80 per hour 

D. Nothing 

4. When the town received a $207,970 energy effi¬ 
ciency grant in February, how did it spend most of 
the money? 

A. Paying consultants to craft an energy efficiency master 

plan 

B. Changing all town streetlights to LED bulbs 

C. Installing new, “smart” thermostats at Town Hall, po¬ 

lice and fire stations 

D. Updating lighting and appliances at Clark and Doer¬ 

ing schools 

5. Warren Parker, who died in February, was best 
known in the pages of the Agawam Advertiser News 
for what? 

A. Serving as the newspaper’s original editor in the 1970s 

B. Shooting a back-page photo spread every week for sev¬ 

eral years 

C. An interview column called “Interesting Folks” 

D. None of the above — he was a sportswriter for The Re¬ 

publican 


6. Local 10-year-old Nicholas Ugolini became a local 
media celebrity in March after offering what service 
for free? 

A. Shoveling snow for elderly residents 

B. Babysitting one night for any veteran with children 

C. Crafting social media campaigns for small businesses 

D. Preparing tax returns for anyone on a fixed income 

7. The Agawam Advertiser News ran a three-part se¬ 
ries of articles in April answering questions about 
what? 

A. The new trash toter system 

B. How to qualify for a property tax abatement 

C. HAPHousing’s name change to Way Finders 

D. The origin of the “Brownies” name and mascot 

8. What visible challenge appeared on Agawam 
lawns in April and May as a fundraiser for the Relay 
for Life? 

A. Pink flamingoes 

B. Blue balloons 

C. Giant red sneakers 

D. Purple pineapples 

9. What did Agawam Firefighter Jeff Halper do in 
April to honor the firefighter victims of the 2001 ter¬ 
ror attacks in New York? 

A. Did 343 push-ups in full gear, for the number of fire¬ 

fighters who died in the attack 

B. Climbed the 72 stories of the 4 World Trade Center 

tower in full gear 

C. Released a documentary about 9/11 from a firefight¬ 

er’s point of view 

D. Testified to Congress about the need for additional aid 

to families 

10. Frank Palange, owner ofV&F Auto on Springfield 
Street, took what new role in June? 

A. Vice Chairman of the Automotive Service Association 

B. President of the West of the River Chamber of Com¬ 

merce 

C. Automotive repair instructor at Career-TEC 

D. Business policy advisor to Gov. Charlie Baker 

11. Agawam High School alumni Dillon Cecchi, Lu¬ 
cas Giusto and Jesse Jergensen took a two-month trip 
in what vehicle as a fundraiser for the David Ortiz 
Children’s Fund? 

A. A hot-air balloon 

B. The Ringling Bros, circus train 

C. A racing sailboat 

D. A green school bus 

12. Who was the only incumbent elected official 
to not appear somewhere on the November 2017 
town election ballot? 

A. Richard Cohen 

B. Diane Juzba 

C. Rosemary Sandlin 

D. Richard Theroux 


13. For the second straight year, the winner of what 
statewide competition hailed from Agawam? 

A. High school spelling bee 

B. President of the Massachusetts Bar Association 

C. Boys and Girls Club Youth of the Year 

D. Ms. Senior Massachusetts 

14. Which of these groups sponsored a mayoral de¬ 
bate in September? 

A. Democratic and Republican town committees 

B. Agawam Advertiser News 

C. West of the River Chamber of Commerce 

D. All of the above 

15. What was donated to Agawam High School in 
September, in memory of Lisa Ziegert? 

A. A portable podium for the marching band 

B. Twenty-five new computers 

C. Forensic science materials for a criminal justice class 

D. Funding for the “future teachers” club 

16. Where has Scotty Wild, a former Agawam High 
School football player, found new sporting notori¬ 
ety? 

A. As a leading competitor in televised “e-sports” 

B. As the latest high-score record holder at Agawam Bowl 

C. As a sports entertainment wrestler 

D. As the Patriots correspondent for ESPN.com 

17. Inclement weather moved which of these events 
indoors during 2017? 

A. Memorial Day commemorations, usually on the Vet¬ 

erans Green 

B. Faith on Fire at Sacred Heart Church 

C. Agawam Congregational Church’s annual Trunk-or- 

Treat 

D. All of the above 

18. Agawam was awash in what sign of solidarity fol¬ 
lowing the tragic death of Doering School student 
Braedyn Collins in November? 

A. Pink flamingoes 

B. Blue balloons 

C. Giant red sneakers 

D. Purple pineapples 

19. Agawam will host home games for a semi-profes¬ 
sional Springfield team in what sport? 

A. Baseball 

B. Soccer 

C. Basketball 

D. Pickleball 

20. Where is the Gordon Mansfield Veterans Com¬ 
munity, also known as Soldier On, which opened in 
September? 

A. The former Twin Silos property on Main Street 

B. The armory on Maynard Street 

C. Tuckahoe Turf Farm on South West Street 

D. The former police academy on South Westfield Street 


WILLARD I from page 4 


than ours. To my surprise, she was 
pretty sure she knew. Here is what 
she said: At the end of the season 
their coach has a chat with the 
boys. He reminds them that there 
is a boys club in town and he ex¬ 
pects each of them to help coach 
one of the youth wrestling teams, 
and if they don’t, don’t come back 
out for the team next year. 

This week, I ran into Andrew 
Ingham, our former champion 
wrestler, now an assistant wrestling 
coach for the Central High School 
Golden Eagles, the defending state 
champions. He told me that on Dec. 
20, Mount Anthony would be their 
opponent in a home match. His 
team had just returned from com¬ 
petition in New York where they 
went 5-2, so he was hoping to con¬ 
tinue their success. Well, to make 
a long story shorter, it was deja vu, 
Mount Anthony. They crushed Cen¬ 
tral 57-6, just as they had done to 
Agawam over 25 years ago. It was 
like watching a replay. 

Our town does not have a boys 
club. Westfield, West Side and 
Springfield do. Where is ours? I 
know where it is. It’s the former 
tennis club where Mill Street 
meets Route 57. We should have 
bought it when it was auctioned 
off years ago. Now we are suffer¬ 
ing the consequences, and it will 
be hard to duplicate the Mount 



One of those 1950s Agawam High School wrestling teams. Back row, from left, Robert Keyes, Harry Schweizer, Richard 
Backstrom, Norman Marieb, Norman Channell, William Keeley, Gordon Aselton and Assistant Coach Harm Smith. Front 
row, from left, Dan Barufaldi, Robert LaViolette, Gordon Gottsche, George Paro, Ray Krupienski, Don Hyland, Gary Gibbs 
and Dan Brayton. SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Anthony formula without a shell. “The Mount Anthony boys Note: Norm Marieb ’52 is in 
good facility for the youth teams. have been wrestling since they the center of the back row of the 

Andrew Ingham put it in a nut- were in diapers.” wrestling picture. After AHS, Norm 


got his undergraduate degree from 
Tufts down in Medford. He played 
a little football and must have 
studied a lot, because he went on 
to four years of medical school at 
the University of Rochester. He did 
his internship at Barnes Hospital 
at Washington University in St. 
Louis, followed by two years in the 
Navy. Then it was on to Yale as a re¬ 
search fellow studying endocrinol¬ 
ogy. He settled in Orange, Conn., 
married his wife Anna and had five 
children, two boys and three girls. 
And now he has nine grandchil¬ 
dren. For nearly 50 years he prac¬ 
ticed endocrinology on the staff of 
Yale New Haven Hospital. 

Walt Willard went to AHS and 
taught math there for 16 years. He 
can he reached at 413-786-7924. 
Walt loves your feedback and any 
and all information or tidbits you 
can offer. 
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Tourtiere dinner set for Jan. 14 


Sacred Heart Church will host a dinner 
featuring French meat pie, also known as 
tourtiere, on Sunday, Jan. 14, from 5 to 7 
p.m. in the Parish Center at 1061 Spring- 
field St., Feeding Hills. 

The cost is $7 per person and includes 


roasted potatoes, string beans, salad, 
cranberry sauce, beverages and dessert. 
Take-out dinners are available. 

For reservations and tickets, contact 
Joanne at 413-786-7919 or Lisa at the Par¬ 
ish Center, 413-786-8200. 


Cultural Council to meet this month 


The Agawam Cultural Council is meet¬ 
ing at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 16, at the Aga¬ 
wam Public Library, 750 Cooper St., Aga¬ 
wam. The meeting is open to the public. 
There is no cost to join or serve. 

This all-volunteer organization, ap¬ 
pointed by the mayor and funded, in part, 


by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, is 
looking for new members. The council is 
charged with bringing engaging, entertain¬ 
ing, and educational events and opportuni¬ 
ties in the arts, humanities, and interpretive 
sciences, to children and adults from Aga¬ 
wam and the surrounding communities. 


Sign up for smoke alarm campaign 


The American Red Cross announced 
that its national Home Fire Preparedness 
Campaign is partnering with the Agawam 
Fire Department to install smoke alarms in 
area residences Jan. 17 and 18. Teams con¬ 
sisting of a Red Cross volunteer and fire¬ 
fighter and will visit pre-registered Agawam 
homes to install smoke and carbon monox¬ 
ide alarms, and educate the homeowners 
on fire safety and personal preparedness. 
The campaign will kick off at the Agawam 


Fire Department headquarters on Jan. 17. 

Agawam residents wishing to partici¬ 
pate should meet two criteria: the home 
was built before 1975, and the current 
smoke detectors are at least 10 years old. To 
register, contact the Agawam Fire Depart¬ 
ment at 413-726-2885 by Thursday, Jan. 11. 

The goal of this campaign in Agawam 
and across the country is to reduce deaths 
and injuries from home fires by as much 
as 25 percent over the next four years. 


POLICE LOG 


FIRE LOG 


The Agawam Police Department re¬ 
sponded to 299 calls tor service from 
Dec. 26 to Jan. 1. The department re¬ 
corded two arrests in its public log. 


Sunday, Dec. 31 

Andrew Manness, 52, ot Exchange St., 
Chicopee, was arrested and charged 


with uttering a false prescription. 

Monday, Jan. 1 

Nico Anthony Stellato, 19, ot Losito Lane, 
Agawam, was arrested and charged with 
two counts of assault and battery on a 
police officer, threatening to commit a 
crime, underage possession of liquor, 
resisting arrest, and disorderly conduct. 


Logs for Dec. 26 
to Jan. 1 were 
not received from 
the Agawam Fire 
Department in 
time for the Aga¬ 
wam Advertiser 
News’ deadline. 



CLUESACROSS 
1. Put within 
6. Learned person 
12. Resistance 

16. Female title 

17. Logical basis for a 


capital 

37. Platforms 

39. Jazz singer Irene 

40. Benefits 

41. Hellenistic governors 
43. Brownish-green fruit 


CLUES DOWN 

1. The arch of the foot 

2. Canadian peninsula 

3. Koran chapters 

4. Abba_, Israeli 

politician 


38. Irish militant orga¬ 
nization 

39. Dawn 

41. Musical group of 
seven 

42. Used to fry things 


belief 

44. Needed to see 

5. Youngster 

43. Carrot’s compan¬ 

18. Of I 

45. Political action 

6. Burns 

ion 

19. Indicates position 

committee 

7. Comedienne 

46. Rough stone land¬ 

20. Article 

47. Fast plane 

Gasteyer 

marks 

21. Insignificant organi¬ 

48. Bahrain dinar 

8. Valley 

47. Fourth son of 

zational member 

50. Urgent request 

9. Belongs to sun god 

Jacob and Leah 

22. _ route 

52. Raccoon genus 

10. Nickel 

49. Goes against 

23. Expression of disap¬ 

54. Millisecond 

11. Great in salads 

51. Passion 

proval 

56. Atlanta rapper 

12. Leader 

53. Hard white animal 

24. Microelectromechan¬ 

57. Rural delivery 

13. Forced through a 

fat 

ical systems 

59. Intrauterine device 

sieve 

54. Soybean pastes 

26. Ponds 

60. The Wolverine State 

14. Entry way 

55. Beckon 

28. Satisfy 

61. Free agent 

15. Support pillars 

58. Mountain and 

30. Dad 

62. For instance 

25. Aquatic mammal 

morning are two 

31. Spanish soldier “El 

63. Reduces 

26._Farrow, actress 

60. Self-referential 

” 

66. Lincoln’s state 

27. Unhappy 

64. Data executive 

32. Pouch-like structure 

67. Quit 

29. Holds molecules 

65. Retirement plan 

34. Obscure unit of 

70. Midsections 

31. Thrifty 

68. Star Trek character 

measurement 

71. Bullfighting maneu¬ 

33. French dynasty 

Laren 

35. Okinawa prefecture 

vers 

36. Scottish port 

69. You and I 
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Sworn to protect 


A swearing-in ceremony took place Dec. 21 at Agawam Town Hall for police officers Marc Donahue 
and Aleksandar Gnjidic. In attendance were, from left, Police Chief Eric Gillis, Mayor Richard Cohen, 
Donahue, Gnjidic, and Lt. Edward McGovern. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Girl Scout troops need leaders 


New Girl Scout Daisy and Brownie 
troops have formed in Agawam for kinder¬ 
garten through third grade girls. A second 
leader for each troop is needed before the 
troops can begin meeting. 

Previous Girl Scout experience is not 
necessary, and men as well as women can 
be Girl Scout leaders. It does not matter if 
the volunteer has a child — only that he or 


she has been one. 

Girl Scout troops can meet weekly or bi¬ 
weekly, after school, in the evenings, or on 
weekends, whatever is most convenient for 
the volunteers. Training and support are 
provided for all Girl Scout volunteers. 

For more information, contact Ashley 
Batlle at abatlle@gscwm.ora, or call 413- 
224-4028. 


Sen. praised for 100% voting record 


BOSTON — State Senate Minority Lead¬ 
er Bruce Tarr recently congratulated Aga¬ 
wam’s state senator, Donald Humason Jr., 
for achieving a perfect voting record in 2017. 

“2017 proved to be a challenging time in 
the state Senate,” said Humason. “I began 
the session voting against significant legis¬ 
lative pay raises and ended the first half of 
the session taking an unprecedented vote 
to name an acting senate president. Look¬ 
ing back, I am proud that I maintained my 
perfect voting record through the ups and 
downs we experienced. I anticipate anoth¬ 
er active half of the legislative session in 
2018, so I am ready to get to work in the 


new year and build on the four-year 100 
percent voting record I’ve sustained during 
my time in the Senate so far.” 

Humason, a Westfield Republican, also 
represents Agawam and nine other com¬ 
munities in the state Senate. 

Humason and staff are available to meet 
with constituents at his district office, 64 
Noble St. in Westfield. No appointment 
is necessary, but calling ahead is recom¬ 
mended. Humason’s district office staff 
can be reached at 413-568-1366. Staff in his 
Boston office can be reached at 617-722- 
1415 for legislative matters. The senator’s 
email is Donald.Humason@MASenate.gov. 


SPILL I from page 1 

from the company by discharging mu¬ 
nicipal water used in hydrostatic testing 
at Kinder Morgan’s Agawam compressor 
station property. The discharged water is 
above the authorized limits of Kinder Mor¬ 
gan’s NPDES permit. Kinder Morgan will 
take appropriate action under its contract 
with Henkels & McCoy for this breach.” 

Kinder Morgan declined to specify what 
appropriate action would entail. Henkels 
8c McCoy did not respond to a request for 
comment. 

In a biweekly status report to the FERC 
on Dec. 21, Kinder Morgan said there was 
no standing water created, nor any film, 
sheen or other damage caused by the dis¬ 
charge. 

“On November 28 and 29, 2017, Tennes¬ 
see assessed the area around where the 
discharge occurred and did not observe 
any environmental damage resulting from 
the discharge,” said Senior Environmen¬ 
tal Specialist Brian Benito Jr., who signed 
the report on behalf of Tennessee Gas and 
Kinder Morgan. 

Agawam Health Agent Kathleen Auer 
confirmed earlier reports that the dis¬ 
charged water contained above-standard 
levels of copper, iron, lead, tetrachloroeth- 
ylene and bis(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate. 

The water had been withdrawn on Sept. 
29 for testing, stored in a tank and tested 
on Oct. 2. It was discharged on Nov. 21 into 
an upland vegetated area near the com¬ 
pressor station. The report claimed that 
the contractor did not notify Kinder Mor¬ 


gan of the spill until inspectors discovered 
the tank was empty on Nov. 27. 

The report also told the FERC that there 
are no plans for any additional hydrostatic 
testing or discharges in the future with the 
Connecticut Expansion project, and the 
company plans to implement new policies 
and procedures implemented for future 
projects to “ prevent a recurrence of a simi¬ 
lar unanticipated discharge.” 

The report hypothesized that posting di¬ 
rections to not discharge the tank without 
Kinder Morgan’s authorization, or having a 
lock on the tank’s valve, may have helped 
prevent the discharge from happening. 

Also, according to Kinder Morgan’s re¬ 
port, there have been no other reportable 
discharges or spill events related to the 
expansion project in Massachusetts since 
construction started in April 2017. 

The Massachusetts Department for En¬ 
vironmental Protection’s Western Regional 
Office is handling the investigation into the 
incident. The DEP is analyzing soil sam¬ 
ples. They could not provide comment due 
to the ongoing investigation. 

The results of the tests will determine the 
next steps taken to resolve the situation. 

“DEP took soil samples to see if there is 
going to be any remediation work needed 
and they haven’t gotten the results of those 
yet. When DEP comes back with the soil 
samples, then they will dictate whatever re¬ 
medial steps need to be taken if any, There 
may not be any, to make sure the site and 
surrounding area is safe,” explained Auer. 

Auer added that there is no confirmed 
timetable for when the results may be 
available at this time. 
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Rep. Boldyga touts legislative 
accomplishments in ’17 session 


Youth 


More Youth news on page 16. 


AHS COUNSELING BULLETIN 


At the midway point of the 2017-18 leg¬ 
islative session, state Rep. Nicholas Boldy¬ 
ga took time to reflect on some of the ma¬ 
jor legislative initiatives undertaken by the 
House this year, including several bills that 
were signed into law in 2017. 

In November, the House engaged in de¬ 
bates on criminal justice reform legislation 
— House Bill 4043. In addition to reclassi¬ 
fying fentanyl — which is now present in 
81 percent of all opioid-related deaths in 
Massachusetts — as a Class A substance, 
the House bill also creates a fentanyl traf¬ 
ficking penalty for 10 grams of fentanyl or 
any of its derivatives, punishable by a 3L4- 
year mandatory minimum sentence, with 
a maximum penalty of 20 years. Several 
Republican-sponsored amendments were 
adopted as part of the final House bill, in¬ 
cluding proposals to set a minimum man¬ 
datory prison sentence for committing 
assault and battery on a police officer, and 
the establishment of a statewide sexual as¬ 
sault evidence kit tracking system which 
will conduct an audit of all untested kits 
associated with a reported crime to deter¬ 
mine the state’s existing backlog. 

The debate on criminal justice reform 
was not without controversy. Boldyga sup¬ 
ported a Republican amendment to impose 
a mandatory prison term of five years up 
to life for selling drugs that lead to death, 
but says this effort was undermined by the 
passage of a further amendment that calls 
for the proposal to be studied, rather than 
implemented immediately. In response, 
Boldyga said, “Holding drug dealers ac¬ 
countable for overdose deaths should not 


be a partisan issue. The fact that the major¬ 
ity of my Democratic colleagues continue 
to give drug dealers a pass is unacceptable.” 

Boldyga has supported a series of ini¬ 
tiatives in 2017 to honor those who have 
served, including a study of the long-term 
capital and deferred maintenance needs of 
the Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke. 

Additional legislation that passed the 
House allows cities and towns to include 
a check-off box on their municipal proper¬ 
ty tax or motor vehicle excise tax bills for 
residents to make a voluntary donation, 
over and above the amount owed on their 
tax bills, to support local activities honor¬ 
ing the contributions and sacrifices of the 
community’s veterans — House Bill 4019. 

House Bill 2763, which has been ap¬ 
proved by the House, requires a designated 
parking space to be made available, free of 
charge, to veterans at all city and town hall 
parking lots during regular business hours. 

Boldyga also backed efforts to expand 
the one-time tax-free benefit provided to the 
families of first responders killed in the line 
of duty, doubling it from $150,000 to $300,000. 

“Strengthening laws to get drug deal¬ 
ers off the streets is crucial. These laws will 
assist police in cleaning up the streets and 
protecting our families. I’ve always support¬ 
ed our veterans and first responders and it 
was an honor to work on these issues and 
see these bills passed. I’m looking forward 
to 2018 and continuing the great work we’re 
doing for our district at the State House.” 

Boldyga, a Southwick Republican, also 
represents Agawam and Granville in the 
state House of Representatives. 


Business group to host lunch, tour of 
vocational education collaborative 


WEST SPRINGFIELD — The West of the 
River Chamber of Commerce will host a 
lunch and tour from noon to 1:30 p.m. Tues¬ 
day, Feb. 13, at the Brush Hill Bistro at the 
Lower Pioneer Valley Educational Collabo¬ 
rative, 174 Brush Hill Ave., West Springfield. 

LPVEC hosts vocational and technical 
education programs for high school stu¬ 
dents in several school districts, including 


Agawam. 

This event is open to Chamber members 
and non-members, and will be followed by 
a discussion on the value of gaining skills in 
the trades industry and how the chamber 
can promote to fill local jobs. 

Sponsorships are available for this 
event. Register online at www.westofthe- 
riverchamber.com. 


Tickets available for St. John’s bus trips 


St. John’s Travelers will 
host the following bus trips. 
To make reservations for any 
of the trips listed below, call 
Emile Cote at 413-335-9440. 

Thursday, Feb. 22: The 
Westchester Broadway 
Dinner Theater for a perfor¬ 
mance of “A Chorus Line.” 
Cost is $104 per person and 
includes roundtrip motor 
coach transportation, full- 
course luncheon at the the¬ 
ater, matinee performance 
and driver gratuity. The bus 
will leave St. John’s Church, 
833 Main St., Agawam, at 
8:15 a.m. 

Tuesday, March 13: 
Castle of Knights in Chi¬ 
copee for the annual “Irish 
Country Cabaret Show” 
featuring Deirdre Reilly and 
Friends. Cost is $52 per per¬ 
son and includes luncheon, 
cabaret show, comedian 
Dave Kane’s Tribute to Hal 
Roach, Irish step dancers, 
meal taxes and gratuities. 
This is a self-drive trip with 
an arrival time of 11:30 a.m. 
The program will end at ap¬ 
proximately 3 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 17: The 
Log Cabin in Holyoke for 
“The Country Jamboree,” a 
celebration of country mu¬ 
sic. Cost is $51 per person 
and includes plated meal, 
matinee show, meal taxes 
and gratuities. 


Monday, May 14: The 
Log Cabin in Holyoke for 
a celebration of spring 
with “Barry Manilow Love 
Songs” performed by Dave 
Collucchi, and Mother’s 
Day brunch. Cost is $46 
per person and includes 
brunch buffet, entertain¬ 
ment, meal taxes and gra¬ 
tuities. This is a self-drive 
trip with an arrival time of 
11:30 a.m. The program will 
end at approximately 3 p.m. 

Thursday, June 21: The 
Newport Playhouse & Cab¬ 
aret Theater. Cost is $94 
per person and includes 
roundtrip motor coach, 
buffet luncheon, comedy 
show, cabaret show, “The 
Lone Star Love Potion” and 
driver gratuity. The bus will 
leave St. John’s Church, 833 
Main St., Agawam, at 8:30 
a.m. and will return at ap¬ 
proximately 7:30 p.m. 

Monday, Aug. 20: New¬ 
port Playhouse 8c Cabaret 
Theater for a performance of 
“No Tell Motel” and a cabaret 
show. Cost is $98 per person 
and includes roundtrip mo¬ 
tor coach, buffet luncheon 
with one lobster, comedy 
show, cabaret show and driv¬ 
er gratuity. The bus will leave 
St. John’s Church, 833 Main 
St., Agawam, at 8:30 a.m. and 
will return at approximately 
7:30 p.m. 


Thursday, Sept. 20: The 

Stadium Theater in Woon¬ 
socket, R.I., for a perfor¬ 
mance by Georgette Jones, 
the daughter of legendary 
country singers George 
Jones and Tammy Wynette. 
Cost is $83 per person and 
includes roundtrip motor 
coach transportation, fami¬ 
ly-style luncheon at Wright’s 
Farm, matinee performance 
and driver gratuity. 

Sunday, Oct. 28: The 
Log Cabin in Holyoke for a 
performance of “Chicago 
Tribute,” a celebration of 
classic country music. Cost 
is $55 per person and in¬ 
cludes plated meal, matinee 
show, meal taxes and gratu¬ 
ities. This is a self-drive trip 
with an arrival time of 11:30 
a.m. The program will end at 
approximately 3 p.m. 



College acceptances 

Jessica Bonfiglio — Worcester State University; 
Kristen Fellion — Elms College, University ot Hart¬ 
ford; Grace Frogameni — Fairfield University; Brianna 
Gaynor — University ot Hartford; Matthew Iserman — 
Western New England University; Nicholas Lamari — 
Saint Michael’s College, Western New England Univer¬ 
sity; Nicole Luna — Anna Maria College, Worcester 
State University; Andrew McDonald — Springfield 
Technical Community College; Jacob Neal — Bridge- 
water State University; Sarah Newsome — American 
International College; Caitlin Normoyle — Curry Col¬ 
lege, University of New England, Western New England 
University, Worcester State University; Kamer Nuhiu 

— University of Hartford; Sadie Parrotta — Lesley 
University; Anthony Passerini — Providence College; 
Khush Patel — University of Hartford, University of 
New Haven; Nil Patel — University of Massachu¬ 
setts Amherst; Mia Perella — Central Connecticut 
State University, Eastern Connecticut State University, 
Western New England University; Katelyn Poirier — 
Merrimack College, Stonehill College; Grace Rinaldi 

— Assumption College, University of Hartford; Matt 
Rogalski — Western New England University; Matt 
Rowe — University of Vermont; Audrey Shuart — 
University of Vermont; Nina Signorelli — Providence 
College, Quinnipiac University, Western New England 
University; Laura Snow — Fairfield University; Kaylee 
Tang — Franklin Pierce University; Eliza Timms — 
Providence College; Ben Vyce — Fairfield University; 
Jake Wieners — University of New Haven. 

College/University Information Opportunities 

The Rochester Institute of Technology’s Spirit Writ¬ 
ing Contest is available to students in grades 10 and 
11 who are deaf or hard of hearing. The deadline for 
entering is March 15. For more information, visit rit. 
edu/NTID/WritingContest. 

Gallaudet University Youth Programs offers camps 
for deaf and hard of hearing students that are de¬ 
signed to provide stimulating summer learning and 
experiential opportunities. These camps blend excite¬ 
ment, education, and enjoyment in a bilingual envi¬ 
ronment rich in cultural diversity. Four popular camps 
(Bison Brainiacs, Blackbox Theatre, Discover Your 
Future, and Immerse into ASL) are offered for high 
school students, and Got Skills? Camp is for middle 
school students where campers can choose from dif¬ 
ferent activities daily to design their own camp experi¬ 
ence. For more information, contact youthprograms@ 
gallaudet.edu. 

Special interest programs 

Jr. Tech, Inc., a Massachusetts-based non-profit 
that has delivered experiential STEM education pro¬ 
grams in Massachusetts for the past 10 years, is of¬ 
fering Girls STEM Summit on Sunday, April 8, at Regis 
College in Weston. The focus is on girls in grades 8-12 
who are interested in or curious about careers in the 
STEM fields. The registration fee is $67 per student 
and includes all speakers, hands-on sessions, lunch 
and snacks, giveaways and a take home gift. Call 617- 
512-1794 with any questions. 

Springfield Technical Community College and Holy¬ 


oke Community College are again offering the chance 
for current juniors and seniors to take up to one free 
course in each semester through the College Now 
program. This is a great way to earn college credits 
while in high school while trying courses that may be 
helpful in exploring a potential career interest. See 
your counselor for details. 

Scholarship information 

Students should see their counselor or visit the 
websites for more information or an application: Pro¬ 
file in Courage Essay; GE-Reagan Foundation Schol¬ 
arship; Skidmore College Filene Music Scholarship 
Competition; Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps; 
Big Y Scholarship; Charitable and Educational Trust of 
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts Order Sons of Ita¬ 
ly in America; Yawkey Scholars Program; West of the 
River Chamber of Commerce Scholarship; Rebekah 
Assembly of Massachusetts; the Charles H. Heyl Vo¬ 
cational/Technical Scholarship/Grant; Stephen Phillips 
Memorial Scholarship Fund’s Western Massachusetts 
Scholarship Program American College Foundation; 
Darcy B. Davis Scholarship; BigSun Organization; Dis¬ 
cover Student Loans Scholarship. 

StudentScholarships.org is a website that lists 
many scholarships that are available to students. 
Currently, the 10 programs that are listed will give 
out more than $1 million to students in the 2017-18 
school year. Visit studentscholarships.org for more in¬ 
formation. 

The American Student Assistance College Planning 
Centers offer free assistance with completing financial 
aid applications, both in-person, at Centers, and over 
the phone 877-332-4348. Additionally, the Boston 
College Planning Center is holding FAFSA Workshops 
every Saturday from 10 to 11 a.m. and Federal Stu¬ 
dent Aid ID Workshops every Tuesday from 6 to 7 p.m. 
through Dec. 16. More information is available by call¬ 
ing Kristi Pierce at 617-728-4608. 

Studentscholarships.org currently lists 10 schol¬ 
arships that will give out more than $1 million to 
students in the 2017-18 school year. Students from 
Massachusetts schools are eligible for all of the cur¬ 
rent awards that are listed. 

RaiseMe is a social enterprise working in partner¬ 
ship with former First Lady Michelle Obama’s Reach 
Higher Initiative and over 210 colleges to expand 
access to higher education by improving the way 
students prepare for college, both financially and aca¬ 
demically. Find out more at raise.me. 

The American Legion High School Oratorical Schol¬ 
arship Program provides scholarships up to $18,000. 
Contestants address Constitution topics and are 
scored by independent judges. For more information, 
email oratorical@legion.org. 

Meritaid.com: On this free website, students can 
complete a profile and then access the college merit 
scholarships that match their profile. This organization 
does not sell its email lists to third parties. The site 
includes a comprehensive directory of merit scholar¬ 
ships and academic scholarships across the country. 

Register with Collegexpress.com to easily find 
scholarships that might be a match for you. The site 
lists a total of $7 billion in scholarships. 


School Lunch 


All lunches served with fresh and chilled fruit. hash browns, cheese omelet, orange juice. 

Wednesday, Jan. 10: Grilled hotdog, oven baked 
AGAWAM HIGH SCHOOL fries, macaroni salad, celery sticks with ranch. 

Monday, Jan. 8: Chicken nuggets with dipping Thursday, Jan. 11: Stuffed crust pizza, salad with 
sauce, seasoned rice, steamed corn. light dressing, cookie. 

Tuesday, Jan. 9: French toast sticks with syrup, Friday, Jan. 12: Half day. No lunch, 
cheese omelet, hash browns. 

Wednesday, Jan. 10: Chicken filet wrap with BREAKFAST 

assorted sauce served with lettuce, tomato and All breakfasts include assorted cold cereal, muffins and 
cheese, side of pasta salad. pastries, cheese sticks, fresh fruit and orange juice. 

Thursday, Jan. 11: Fresh assorted calzones, gar- Serving times: High school, 7 a.m.; junior high, 
den salad with light dressing. 7:15 a.m.; Granger, 7:55 a.m.; Doering, 8:10 a.m.; 

Friday, Jan. 12: Half day. No lunch. Phelps, 8:20 a.m.; Robinson Park, 8:30 a.m.; Clark 

8:35 a.m. 

AGAWAM JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL Monday, Jan. 8: Pancakes with syrup. 

ROBERTA G. DOERING SCHOOL Tuesday, Jan. 9: Waffles. 

AGAWAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS Wednesday, Jan. 10: Egg and cheese sandwich 
Monday, Jan. 8: Popcorn chicken with dipping w jtp hash browns, 
sauce, whipped potatoes, seasoned carrots. Thursday, Jan. 11 : Warm cinnamon rolls. 

Tuesday, Jan. 9: French toast sticks with syrup, Friday, Jan. 12: Pancakes with syrup. 
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Basket of fun 



Springfield Sting coach Brian Stasaitis talks with his players during a time-out. The team played a 
home game at Agawam High School on Dec. 30. PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY/WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 



Alex Lovejoy carries the ball up the court for the 
Springfield Sting. 



Sydney Scott, from South Hadley, sang the na¬ 
tional anthem before the game. 



Lisa Okscin, the dance team director and a Westfield resident, 
performs in the halftime show. 



Rob Serra Jr. of Power Jam Production provided entertainment in 
between the action. 



Fans of the Sting, a semi-professional basketball team, watch a game at Agawam High School on Dec. 30. The Sting play home games 
at AHS and Springfield Technical Community College; their next home dates in Agawam will be on three Saturdays in February. 



Transform your life 

\ / \ /I 


WILBRAHAM 

&MONSON 


Open House 

Sunday, January 7,2018 

• Learn about academic, athletic, art, travel 
and leadership offerings 


Meet with current students, faculty 


and coaches 


• Tour our Innovation Lab and 


the Center for Entrepreneurial 


& Global Studies 


RSVP to www.wma.us/openhouse 

For more information, contact the Admission Office at admission@wma.us or 413.596.9107. 



Established 
^ in 1981 

BATHS 


KITCHENS FOR THE REAL LIVING ROOM' 


wE5m 


KITCHENS 


KnaFbMaid 


■--i 


Quality Products at Affordable Prices 

300 Main St., Agawam, MA 789-2074 

OPEN: Tues., Wed., Sat. 9am-5pm 
Thurs., Fri. 9am-8pm; CLOSED SUN. & MON. I 

budgetcabinetsales.com 


Social 

media 

of tho first hind. 

" Iuiiey& 

Publications, Inc 

www.turley.com 
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The Sting’s Tylon Smith goes for a layup in Saturday’s game 
against the Worcester 78s, held at Agawam High School. 
The Sting lost the game, 148-140. 



Sting owner Zach Baru, second from left, and his mother Lori sit with Alan Cohen, far left, and his brother Mayor Richard Cohen, who came to 
enjoy the game on Dec. 30. PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY/ WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


Depend on State Line 
for your comfort. 


fldd waMwbk cuut style t& ymA hxmve. 



Propane • Heating Oil • Fireplaces • Heating • Hot Water 
HVAC • Generators • Service Plans • 24-Hour Emergency Service 

PROPANE OIL* AC 

413-998-0080 413-998-0090 

PROPANE'OIL 

StateLinePropane0il.com 

500*514 Salmon Brook St., Granby, CT Lie. si: 303179 • Pi: 204150 • hod: 737 -478 El 


BUY DIRECT 


USDAINSP. FRESH 

ASSORTED 
PORK CHOPS..., 

USDA INSP. FRESH 

PORK SPARE 

RIBS TWIN PAK. 


$ 1 


USDA INSP. FRESH 

PORK SIRLOIN 
CUTLET. 

FRESH SLICED I 

TURKEY 
BREAST. 


OUR DELI 


Why Shop 90 Meat? 

• Buy Direct and Save - No Middle Man 

• Custom Cut? No Problem! 

•QUALITY-Only The Best for You! 

SALE DATES: 1/4 - 1/10/18 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 

BEEF STRIPLOIN 


AND SAVE $$$ 


WHOLE OR HALF 
CUT FREE 


$099 

_ O lb 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-1 


USDA INSP. GROUND FRESH DAILY 

80% LEAN 

GROUND BEEF io lb bag. 


$064 

lb 


USDA INSP FRESH 


J¥Jf CHUCK lf $037 \ BEEF BONELESS 

--- 


ROAST or STEAK 


lb 


WHOLE EYE ROUND 


iiiiiiiiiiiiiii 


$099 

> fc lb 


$1 49 

I lb 


$i99 

I lb 


JT’S SOUP TIMEL 

/FRESH 

BEEF SHANK. 


, $ 3" 


lb 


FROZEN 

PIG FEET. 

FROZEN 

V BEEF TRIPE. 

FROZEN 

CHICKEN FEET. 


,. $ if 

, s i?? 


USDA INSP. FROZEN TRAY PACK 

BONELESS & SKINLESS 
CHICKEN THIGH. 


79t 


USDA INSP. FRESH 

CHICKEN WINGS 

WHOLE 10 LB BAG. 


$ 1 


88 

lb 


NEW 

Extended Hours\ 

Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-f 
Sat. I 



90 Meat Outlet f 


mi 

We reserve the right to 
limit quantities. 


90 Avocado St., Springfield 737-1288 www.90meat.com 
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Springfield Symphony Orchestra 

MOZART & 


BEETHOVEN 


Kevin Rhodes, Music Director & Conductor | Diane Walsh, Piano 

Saturday January 20,2018 at 7:30 p.m. 

Mozart's Piano Concerto considered his most 
turbulent piece was famously used in "Amadeus". 


Beethoven's Symphony No. 3 "Eroica" emotional content and 
power have made it one of his most celebrated works. 


SPRINGFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 


Tickets & Info at 413-733-2291 or SpringfieldSymphony.org 


w. 


Concert at Symphony Hall, 34 Court Street, Springfield 

Media Sponsor 

(The lemiWian. 


Concert Sponsor 

Lymnn * Leslie luddd 


2017-2018 Season Supporter 

.v.MassMutual 

Foundation 
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CURLING 


Sliding 

stones 

across 

frozen 

sheet 

By Karen A. Lewis 

dorbes@turley.com 

BARRE — It’s a sport that 
can be played from age 5 to 95 
and each year grows more and 
more in popularity. 

Curling is here to stay. 

As the 2018 Winter Olym¬ 
pics in PyeongChang quickly 
approaches, curling athletes and 
their fans are excited for what 
the games will bring. 

In Central and Western 
Massachusetts, the sport is con¬ 
stantly being discovered and the 
interest is booming. 

For Daniel Ostheimer of 
the Petersham Curling Club, 
he is glad to see so many peo¬ 
ple wanting to participate in the 
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LEARNERS TO OLYMPIANS 


DCR RINKS 


Figure skating set to come to Olympic forefront 


By Tim Peterson 

dforbes@turley.com 

Figure skating is one of the 
15 Winter Olympics sports that 
most people enjoy watching ev¬ 
ery four years. 

Figure skating was first 
contested at the 1908 Summer 
Olympic Games in Fondon. The 
sport was held at the first Winter 
Olympic Games in Chamonix, 
France, in 1924. 

Gold, silver, and bronze 
medals are awarded in men’s 
singles, ladies singles, pair skat¬ 
ing, and ice dancing. 

In the history of the Olym¬ 
pics, the United States has 
won 15 gold, 16 silver, and 18 
bronze medals in figure skating 
for a combined total of 49. Sec¬ 
ond place Russia has only won 
a total of 26 medals. 

The Summer and Win¬ 
ter Olympics both took place 
during the same year until 1992. 

While the XXXII Summer 
Olympic Games are slated to 
take place in Tokyo, Japan, in 
2020, the XXIII Winter Games 
will be held in Pyeongchang, 
South Korea, from Feb. 9-25, 
2018. 

“Interest in figure skating 
always soars during an Olym¬ 
pic year and there are always 


new skaters,” said Finda Taylor, 
who’s the president of the New 
England West Skating Club. 
“Most kids, especially girls, 
learn how to skate when they’re 
4 or 5 years old, but it’s a sport 
that anyone can do. Skating is a 
lot of fun and it’s a good way to 
stay healthy.” 

The New England West 
Skating Club used to be called 
the Western Mass. Figure Skat¬ 
ing Club. 



“Our skating club isn’t in¬ 
clusive, it’s open to everyone in 
the area,” said Taylor, who has 
been skating at local ice rinks 
for the past 30 years. “You can 
join the club at anytime, but our 



SUBMITTED PHOTOS 

Three members of the New England West Skating Club practicing 
spirals and a lunge. 


year goes from July to July.” 

Most figure skaters, young 
or old, begin at local Fearn-to- 
Skate Programs. 

“There are several differ¬ 
ent levels at a Fearn-to-Skate 
Program,” Taylor said. “Each 
skater is tested at each level to 
be certified. Fevel 1 is for the 
beginners and the skills aren’t 
very challenging. The advance 
levels are much more difficult.” 

When a skater does reach 
the top level, they’ll need to 
join the United States Figure 
Skating Association. Most fig¬ 


ure skaters usually also hire a 
private coach at that point. The 
advanced skaters are also tested 
in front of three judges. 

Adult figure skaters will 
also be able to compete at the 
USFS Adult Championship in 
Marlboro in March. 

The majority of the skaters 
in the New England West Skat¬ 
ing Club practice in Greenfield 
or Keene, N.H. 

For more information 
about the New England West 
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State officials 
announce start 
of ice skating 
season 


BOSTON — In advance of 
the winter recreation season, the 
Department of Conservation and 
Recreation announced the start 
of its annual ice skating season 
at agency rinks across the Com¬ 
monwealth. 


Facilities around 
Commonwealth 
experience off-season 
improvement 


The winter ice skating 
schedule has begun at DCR 
managed rinks, allowing chil¬ 
dren and their families the 
chance to celebrate the holiday 
season while enjoying renova¬ 
tions made to various rinks. 

“The maintenance and up¬ 
keep of Massachusetts’ public 
skating rinks is a continued pri- 

RINKS I page 11 
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Madison Whitney (second from right) sends the stone down the ice. Damien Sargent (far 
left) and Rebecca Rogers (far right) are serving as the sweepers, while Nicholas Quinlivan 
(second from left) stands off to the side. 


PHOTOS BY KAREN A. LEWIS 

Madison Whitney (left) and Rebecca Rogers (right) sweep the ice in front of the stone. 


CURLING I from page 10 

sport and looks forward to the up¬ 
coming Olympics. 

“Curling is a game of skill, 
it does look easy when you watch 
it on television and a person can 
learn to curl in less than an hour, 
but it takes years to get the touch 
and finesse of the game,” Os- 
theimer said. 

One of the oldest games in 
modern history, curling origi¬ 
nated in 16th century Scotland. 
Long before manmade rinks, 
people used to play on frozen 
ponds or lochs. 

Curling basically consists 
of three things - a granite stone, 
a special broom and pebbled ice. 
Players do not wear skates, in¬ 
stead they can wear regular shoes 
with Teflon slides or specialized 
shoes with Teflon on the bottom. 

“Many watch curling with¬ 
out knowing what it is, because it 
is a unique and interesting sport,” 
Ostheimer said. “It is a sport that 
people can begin at any age and 
play.” 


The sport centers around 
the stones and getting them into 
a specific circle on the ice. The 
stones have special handles on 
them that players push over the 
ice. To help the stone move along 
the designated path, other players 
have brooms to sweep the ice in 
the hopes of guiding their stone 
along. 

Sound confusing? 

Petersham Club youth mem¬ 
ber Sarah McMenemy agrees it’s 
slightly confusing at the begin¬ 
ning. 

“People are very supportive 
if you are a beginner,” McMene¬ 
my said. “When you’re starting, 
you get the basics, and you learn 
as you go. It’s a complicated 
sport, but it’s a manageable type 
of complicated.” 

McMenemy has been in¬ 
volved with the Petersham Club 
since they first offered programs 
for youth. 

“I’ve been curling since the 
second grade,” McMenemy, a 
freshman said. “I like all aspects 
of the sport.” 

The game is usually played 


with two teams made up of four 
people on a long, rectangular 
piece of specially treated ice. 
Each team alternates and pushes 
their stone toward the other end, 
hoping to get it close to the center 
circle or button - what it is called 
in curling. 

Each of the four team mem¬ 
bers has a specific role, they could 
be pushing the stone, sweeping 
or calling out directions of where 
the stone should be aimed. 

Similar comparisons to boc- 
ce and chess have been made by 
many watching the sport. 

“Bocce is very similar in 
play and scoring,” Ostheimer 
said. “Chess on ice is accurate 
as we are playing a game of strat¬ 
egy. But I add the element of 
chess on ice if you put the chess 
board across the room and try to 
throw the chess pieces across the 
room to land on the board. You 
will never get the piece right 
where you want it to land without 
a lot of practice.” 

Ostheimer went on to share 
the strategy of the sport. 

“The basic concept is to try 


and score two points when you 
have the last stone - or the ham¬ 
mer as it is called - and keep your 
opponent from scoring two points 
when they have the hammer,” Os¬ 
theimer said. “As skill increases 
and players abilities improve, the 
strategy becomes much more in 
depth to the point that there have 
been many books written on the 
strategy of the game.” 

As far as the Olympics, curl¬ 
ing was first included in the inna- 
gural Winter Games of Charmo- 
nix in 1924. However after some 
ups and downs, curling wasn’t 
officially added to the program 
until the 1988 Olympics. 

“After its addition to the 
Olympics, it has been one of 
the largest growing sports in the 
world, due to its accessibility and 
ease for all ages to begin playing 
the sport,” reported Ostheimer. 

McMenemy vividly remem¬ 
bers watching curling on the 
Olympics as a young child and 
being extremely interested and 
wanted to get involved. 

The Petersham Club has 
members from near and far as 


there are not as many curling 
clubs in the area. 

In the 2018 Olympics, Os¬ 
theimer predicts good things for 
Team USA. 

“I feel this will be a good 
year for the U.S. and I am think¬ 
ing we have a great chance to 
medal in both men’s and wom¬ 
en’s as well as mixed doubles 
that will be debuting this year,” 
Ostheimer said. 

One of the top countries to 
watch out for is our neighbor to 
the north -Canada. 

“Canada has a wealth of 
curling talent,” Ostheimer said. 
“Many teams in Canada curl in 
many competitive tournaments 
called Bonspiels that allow them 
to become stronger curlers. I 
see China as another team that 
will be competitive. China has 
invested in their players and has 
had them training year round to 
become much better.” 

Ostheimer also predicts an 
increase in the local interest of 
curling throughout the winter 
months and welcomes people to 
reach out to the Petersham club. 


RINKS I from page 10 


ority of the Department of 
Conservation and Recre¬ 
ation, and we are thrilled 
to have completed millions 
of dollars in investments at 
several of our most popular 
locations ahead of the win¬ 
ter recreation season,” said 
DCR Commissioner Leo 
Roy. “Providing residents 
of all abilities with safe, 
accessible and affordable 
skating locations has been 
a hallmark of the agency’s 
efforts to encourage active, 
healthy lifestyles during 
the winter months, and I 
encourage everyone to take 
advantage of their nearest 
DCR rink this holiday sea¬ 
son.” 

Public ice skating 
times and locations of 
DCR managed rinks can be 
found on the agency’s web¬ 
page at https://www.mass. 
gov/ice-skating, as well as 
a full list of all DCR owned 
rinks. Additionally, visitors 
should call ahead concern¬ 
ing the availability of ice 
skate rentals, snack conces¬ 
sions, and ice reservations. 



PIDS. Ml BECOMES SPORTS CITY 



SUBMITTED PHOTOS 

One of the more popular 
The three girls moves is a spin, 

on the podium 
are showing off 
their medals 
from Skate 
America Games. 


SKATING 
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Skating Club please check 
out their website at http:// 
newskatingclub. org/. 

Another local Learn- 
to-Skate Program is the 
Skating Club of Amherst, 
which is held at the Mul¬ 
lins Center located on the 
UMass Amherst campus. 

For more information 
about the Skating Club 
of Amherst please check 
out their website at http:// 
www.scamherst.org or 
call 413-253-6388. 

There is also a 
Learn-to-Skate-Program 
at Smead Arena, which 
located next to Central 
High School on Roos¬ 
evelt Avenue in Spring- 
field. The Smead Are¬ 
na website is https:// 
fmcicesports.com/rink/ 
springfield-smead-skat- 
ing-arena. 

The Leam-to-Skate 
website is www.learnto- 
skateusa.com. 
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Out & About 


Agawam Senior Center - 

ting group, exercise class with Sue Woods from 


OUR CALENDAR SECTION is intended to promote free 
events, or those that directly affect a volunteer-driven or¬ 
ganization. Paid events that are not deemed benefits do 
not qualify. Non-charitable events that charge the public 
for profit are not allowed as we consider that paid adver¬ 
tising. The deadline to submit calendar items is Monday 
at noon. Send to the Agawam Advertiser News at aan@ 
turley.com, fax to 413-786-8457, or mail to Turley Pub¬ 
lications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. We usually 
print at least one week prior to an event. The listings 
should be brief with only time, date, location, activity ex¬ 
planation, and contact information. 

Friday, Jan. 5 

AGAWAM CULTURAL COUNCIL APPLAUSE SERIES CON¬ 
CERT by The September Girls at 7 p.m. at the Agawam 
Senior Center, 954 Main St. Free and open to the public. 

Saturday, Jan. 6 

MERRIMACK VALLEY KENNEL CLUB in the Young Build¬ 
ing on the grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., 
West Springfield from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. today and tomor¬ 
row. Free admission. 

Wednesday, Jan. 10 

THE ELM-BELCHER MASONIC LODGE, 53 River St., Aga¬ 
wam offers an all-you-can-eat spaghetti supper at a cost 
of $8 for adults, $4 for children. The public is welcome. 

Friday, Jan. 12 

NORTHEASTERN POULTRY CONGRESS today and to¬ 
morrow in the Mallary Complex on the grounds of the 
Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., West Springfield. Free ad¬ 
mission. For times, visitTheBigE.com. 

Sunday, Jan. 14 

FRENCH MEAT PIE DINNER, 5-7 p.m. at Sacred Heart 
Church, 1061 Springfield St., Feeding Hills. Tourtiere 
dinner for $7. Take-out available. For reservations and 


Lunch Menu 

Monday, Jan. 8: Minestrone soup, egg salad sand¬ 
wich, fruit juice, apples. 

Tuesday, Jan. 9: Pork chops with gravy, mashed 
potatoes, glazed carrots, applesauce, birthday cake. 
Wednesday, Jan. 10: Chicken pot pie, puff pastry, 
spinach salad, pudding. 

Thursday, Jan. 11: Roast turkey, stuffing with ap¬ 
ples and cranberries, gravy, cranberry sauce, but¬ 
tered corn, peaches. 

Friday, Jan.12: Breaded baked fish, scalloped po¬ 
tatoes, peas, pears. 

Calendar of Events 

Monday, Jan. 8: 8:15 a.m., weight training, yoga; 
9:45 a.m., line dancing; 11:30 a.m., Gentle Yoga; 1 
p.m., writing group, Bingo; 2 p.m., monthly day dance 
with Richie Mitnick ($3); 4:30 p.m., do it yourself craft 
class (dining room); 5:30 p.m., Zumba Gold; 6 p.m., 
cancer survivor group meeting (conference room). 
Tuesday, Jan. 9: 9 a.m., sewing class, open knit- 


tickets, call Joanne at 413-786-7919 or Lisa at 413- 
786-8200. 

THE WEST SPRINGFIELD COIN CLUB will meet at 7 p.m. 
at Mittineague Congregational Church, 1840 Westfield 
St., West Springfield. A special coin topic will be pre¬ 
sented and discussed. Refreshments available. Guests 
welcome. For more information, call Peter Setian at 
413-596-9871. 

Tuesday, Jan. 16 

THE AGAWAM CULTURAL COUNCIL will meet at 7 p.m. 


YMCA; 9:45 a.m., exercise class with Sue Woods 
from YMCA; 10 a.m., Computer Club meets; noon, 
ladies only billiards; 12:30 p.m., movie (“The Book 
of Henry”), mah jongg; 1 p.m., Mexican Train Game; 
4 p.m., Disability Commission meeting; 6 p.m., be¬ 
ginner line dance. 

Wednesday, Jan. 10: 8:15 a.m., weight training, 
yoga; 9:45 a.m., Gentle Yoga; 11:15 a.m.,Tai Chi; 
12:30 p.m., bridge; 1 p.m., ballroom lessons, Scrab¬ 
ble; 1:30 p.m., Golden Agers Chapter 1 meeting; 
5:30 p.m., Zumba Gold. 

Thursday, Jan. 11: 9 a.m., exercise class with Sue 
Woods from YMCA; 9:30 a.m., quilting; 10 a.m., line 
dancing; 12:15 p.m., Bridge; 12:30 p.m., Mexican 
Train Game; 1 p.m., pitch, open art, free blood pres¬ 
sure check with Nurse Sherry; 2 p.m., Melody Band 
practice; 4 p.m., yoga; 6:30 p.m., pitch. 

Friday, Jan. 12: 8:15 yoga; 9:15 a.m., Let’s Paint; 
10 a.m., absolute beginner line dance; noon, canas¬ 
ta; 1 p.m., pitch, Cribbage; 4 p.m., card games. 


warn. It is open to the public. There is no cost to join or 
serve. New members welcome. 

Wednesday, Jan. 17 

THE TOBACCO VALLEY ARTISTS ASSOCIATION will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Agawam Senior Center, 954 Main 
St., Agawam. Featured guest is pastel artist Meg Ban- 
darra. All are welcome. 

Saturday, Jan. 20 

AUTO PARTS SWAP ’N SELL today and tomorrow begin¬ 
ning at 8 a.m. in the Better Living Center on the grounds 
of the Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., West Springfield. Gen¬ 
eral admission, $12; children 12 and under free with 
paid adult. 

SPRINGFIELD MOTORCYCLE SHOW today and tomor¬ 
row beginning at 10 a.m. in the Young Building on the 
grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., West Spring- 
field. General admission, $15; children 6 to 12, $5. 

Friday, Jan. 26 

OUARTER AUCTION to benefit the Agawam High School 
Band Parents Association. Doors open at 6 p.m. at St. John 
the Evangelist Parish Center, 833 Main St., Agawam. 

Saturday, Jan. 27 

RAILROAD HOBBY SHOW today and tomorrow in the 
Better Living Center, Young & Stroh Buildings, and Mal¬ 
lary Complex on the grounds of the Big E, 1305 Me¬ 
morial Ave., West Springfield. General admission, $15; 
children 15 and under free when accompanied by an 
adult. For times, visitTheBigE.com. 

Saturday, Feb. 10 

WINTER MARKET will be open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 


inside the Episcopal Church of the Atonement, 36 
Court St., Westfield and will include vendors with sea¬ 
sonal products and local crafters with pottery, candles, 
woodcrafts and home decorating items. The building is 
handicap accessible with restrooms, live music and free 
parking. 

ONGOING 

AGAWAM UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 459 Mill St., 
Agawam, offers a free “Crochet Club” the first and third 
Tuesday of each month from 6:30 to 8 p.m. All are in¬ 
vited to join, including men and women and beginners 
to experienced crocheters. Drop-ins welcome. Hooks and 
yarn available. For more information, call 413-786-7991. 

THE AGAWAM ST. PATRICK COMMITTEE meets the 
second Wednesday of each month, September through 
June, at 6:30 p.m. in the Peirce Conference Room at the 
Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper St. For information 
on how to join, call Vera Conway at 413-786-3247 or 
email Rosemary Sandlin at rosemarysandlin@gmail.com. 

GRANDPARENT’S PLAYGROUP Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. 
to 11 a.m., at St. David’s Church, 699 Springfield St., 
Feeding Hills. This free infant and toddler playgroup fea¬ 
tures music and movement, fostering children’s interac¬ 
tions and sharing skills. Open to all grandparents and 
their grandchildren. Follows school schedule. 

MOM 2 MOM takes place the second Tuesday of every 
month October through June, 9:30 to 11 a.m. at Aga¬ 
wam Congregational Church, 745 Main St. A round-ta¬ 
ble discussion hosted by a local “veteran” mom, this is 
a great way to have further conversation on recent cafe 
themes and parent education events, celebrate parent¬ 
ing and receive encouragement for the trials. 

A BREAST CANCER AND MASTECTOMY SUPPORT 
GROUP meets the fourth Tuesday of each month from 6 
to 7:15 p.m. at 2 South Bridge Drive, Suite 1B, Agawam. 
Registration is required by calling 413-789-0200 or on¬ 
line at www.survivorjourneys.org. 

AN ALL CANCER SUPPORT GROUP meets the first Tues¬ 
day of each month from 6 to 7 p.m. at Sacred Heart 
Parish Center, 1061 Springfield St., Feeding Hills. Regis¬ 
tration is required by calling 413-789-0200 or online at 
www.survivorjourneys.org. 

A BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP meets the second 
Wednesday of each month at Heritage Woods Assisted 
Facility, 462 Main St., Agawam. Registration is required 
at 413-789-0200 or www.survivorjourneys.org. 

WIDOWED SUPPORT GROUP for anyone who has lost a 
spouse. Captain Leonard House, 663 Main St., Agawam, 
second Wednesday of the month, 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 

FRIENDS AND FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP for anyone who 
has lost a child, parent, sibling, or dear relative or friend. 
Captain Charles Leonard House, 663 Main St., Agawam, 
the second Wednesday of the month, 7 to 9 p.m. 


at the Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper St., Aga- 



NOTICE 

ERRORS: Each advertis¬ 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in¬ 
sertion, nor will be li¬ 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu¬ 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 


Church Directory 


AGAWAM CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH 

745 Main St., Agawam 
786-7111 

Pastor: Rev. Greg E. Dawson 

office@AgawamCong.com 

www.agawamcongregationalchurch.com 

SUNDAY SERVICES at 10 a.m. 

Communion on the first Sunday of the 
month 

Church school is in session and fellowship 
coffee hour follows the service. 

“A place to call home ~ A people to call 
family” 

AGAWAM UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

459 Mill St., Feeding Hills 
413-786-4174 
Pastor: Ken Blanchard 
www.agawamworship.org 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
Sunday 10:30 a.m. 

Holy Communion served 1st Sundays 
Prepare meal for Samaritan Inn Homeless 
Shelter 2nd Saturdays 2-5 p.m. 

Offsite Worship: 

Heritage East, 1st Mondays, 11 a.m. 
Heritage North, 1st Tuesdays, 11 a.m. 
Heritage Woods, 1st Wednesdays, 11 a.m. 
Country Estates, 2nd and 5th Thursdays, 
11 a.m. 

BETHANY ASSEMBLY OF GOD 

Mail: P.O.Box 422 

580 Main St., Agawam 

413-789-2930 

www.bethany-ag.org 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Richard E. Adams 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

Sunday Traditional 9 a.m. 


Sunday Contemporary 11 a.m. 

Christian Education offered during both 
services. 

Wednesday Family Night: 7 p.m. 

CHURCH OF REDEMPTION 

50 Maple St., Agawam 
(413) 304-2313 
churchor.org 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
Sunday Services, 10 a.m. 

Sunday school for children and nursery 
for younger children 
Community Night: The first Sunday of 
each month at 5 p.m. Free dinner served. 

FAITH BIBLE CHURCH 

370 Shoemaker Lane 

Agawam 

(413) 786-1681 

jesussaves.7@comcast.net 

Church Website: www.faithbible -church. 

org 

Pastor: Rick Donofrio 
SERVICES 

Sunday School for all ages 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 

Wednesday Night Prayer 
Meeting and Bible Study - 6:30 p.m. 

FEEDING HILLS 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH UCC 

“An Open and Affirming Congregation.” 

21 N. Westfield St., Feeding Hills 
P.0. Box 264 
(413) 786-5061 
fhccucc@comcast.net 
Pastor: Rev. Robert C. Donaldson 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 
Church School 10:15 a.m. 


Worship Service 10 a.m. 

Infant and child care provided. 

Handicap accessible. 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
OF AGAWAM 

760 Main St., Agawam 

churchedie@comcast.net 

www.fi rstbaptistagawam .org 

Interim pastor: Rev. Jerrie Shepard Matney 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
Worship 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School (grades K - 5) 
following Children’s Message until 10:45 
Youth Group meets at 11 a.m. 

Coffee & Conversation following 
worship service 

HOPE COMMUNITY CHURCH 

152 South Westfield St. 

Feeding Hills 
789-2026 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

Men’s & Women’s Bible Study Groups and 
Children’s Sunday School Worship Service 
at 10 a.m. Children’s Church for age 3 to 
high school takes place after the service. 
Nursery available for younger children. A 
time for fellowship after the service. 

LIGHTHOUSE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

522 Springfield Street 
Feeding Hills, MA01030 
413-821-0937 

Senior Elders Bob and Barbara Olmstead 
Email: office@lighthousema.com 
Web: www.lighthousema.com 

WORSHIP SERVICE 

Saturday evening Celebration at 6 to 8 PM 
Saturday evening Prayer from 5-5:45 


PM 

1 -hour classes for children ages 3 to 12 
during service 

Nursery available for younger children 
SMALL GROUP MEETINGS in homes 
during the week 

(call or see website for more information) 

MARANATHA BAPTIST CHURCH 

522 Springfield St., Feeding Hills 
Feeding Hills, MA 
478-9484 

David L. Short, Pastor 

Sunday Familly Bible Study Hour, 9:45 
a.m. 

Sunday Morning Service, 11 a.m. 

Sunday Night Service, 6 p.m. 

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer, 7 p.m. 

SACRED HEART CHURCH 

1103 Springfield St., Feeding Hills 
(413) 786-8200 

www.SacredHeartFeedingHills.org 
Fr. Steven Amo 

WEEKLY SERVICES 
Lord’s Day Masses: Saturday, 4 p.m.; 
Sunday, 7:15 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 11 a.m. 
Confessions: Saturdays, 3:15 p.m. 
Weekday Masses: Monday, Tuesday, 
Friday and Saturday, 9 a.m. 

Special Devotions: Perpetual Novena to 
the Sacred Heart following the Friday 9 
a.m. Mass 

ST. DAVID’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Rector: The Rev. Dr. Harvey Hill 
699 Springfield St. 

Feeding Hills 
(413) 786-6133 
saintdavids@comcast.net 
www.stdavidsagawam.org 


SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
Sunday 8 a.m. Rite I and Holy Eucharist 
10 a.m. Rite II and Holy Eucharist 
Sunday school and Nursery during 10 
a.m. service 

Coffee hour following the 10 a.m. service 
Handicap Accessible 

OFFSITE WORSHIP 

Church without Walls, 2nd Sunday of the 
month at 12 p.m. at 
Parish Pantry, West Springfield 
Holy Eucharist and distribution of bag 
lunches 

ST. JOHN’S CHURCH 

The Rev. Michael Pierz, permanent 

administrator 

823 Main St., Agawam 

786-8105 

office@stjohnagawam.org 

www.stjohnagawam.org 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
Saturdays: 4 p.m. (English), 6 p.m. 
(Extraordinary Latin Rite) 

Sundays: 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
Weekdays: Monday through Saturday, 8 
a.m. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Wednesdays, 
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

CONFESSION: Saturdays: 3 to 3:45 p.m., 
or by appointment. 
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Agawam’s new City Council takes the oath of office before its first meeting Tuesday night, Jan. 2. Town Clerk Vincent Gioscia, far right, administered 
the oath of office to the winners of the November 2017 election: from left, Robert Magovern, Paul Cavallo, George Bitzas, Cecilia Calabrese, Christopher 
Johnson, Dino Mercadante, Joseph Mineo, Rosemary Sandlin, Gina Letellier, Robert Rossi and Anthony Suffriti. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


COUNCIL I from page 1 

years as superintendent of schools,” said 
Johnson. “I am optimistic that we will have 
a good working relationship going forward 
now that he is mayor.” 

Johnson is now in his fourth consecutive 
term since returning to the City Council in 
2012. Under Cichetti’s leadership, Johnson 
served as chairman of the council’s Finance 
Subcommittee, where he continued to crit¬ 
icize Mayor Richard Cohen. Cohen did not 
run for re-election in 2017. Cichetti gave up 
his council seat to run for mayor, losing to 
Sapelli in the November election. 

Though Johnson’s selection was unani¬ 
mous, the council divided almost evenly on 
who would serve as his deputy. Councilor 
Cecilia Calabrese was selected to be the 
vice president of the council in a 6-5 vote 
that saw Johnson in the minority. 

Calabrese, like Johnson, has experience 
in the role. She served as vice president in 
the 2008-09 term, when Gina Letellier was 
council president. 

“It was a great experience and I had the 
opportunity to run a few meetings,” said Cal¬ 
abrese. “I’m really glad to have an opportuni¬ 
ty to be involved in this capacity again. 


Calabrese said she hopes to participate 
in agenda review meetings and help shape 
what comes before the City Council. 

She was not Johnson’s first choice for 
the job, however. He supported the other 
nominee, four-term Councilor Anthony 
Suffriti, who was making his first bid for a 
council leadership post. Suffriti was nomi¬ 
nated by Councilor Joseph Mineo, who had 
served as Cichetti’s vice president. Lon¬ 
gest-serving Councilor George Bitzas nom¬ 
inated Calabrese. 

“I think it sets a good example to have a 
woman in one of the leadership positions,” 
said Bitzas. “Though any member of the 
council is qualified to be the vice president.” 

Bitzas voted for Calabrese along with 
councilors Letellier, Paul Cavallo, Robert 
Magovern and Robert Rossi. Calabrese also 
voted for herself to make it six votes. 

Suffriti was supported by himself, John¬ 
son, Mineo, and new councilors Dino Mer¬ 
cadante and Rosemary Sandlin. 

Both Johnson and Calabrese said mak¬ 
ing the subcommittee assignments will be 
a very important task, including who will 
chair those groups. There are currently four 
major subcommittees, Administrative, Fi¬ 
nance, Legislative and Community Rela¬ 
tions. Each has five members. Under new 


council rules, the council president or vice 
president can take part in any committee 
meeting as a voting member in order to es¬ 
tablish a quorum. 

Johnson said there is old business pend¬ 
ing for the Jan. 16 meeting and he hopes to 
have committee assignments made soon 
so that subcommittees can meet prior to 
that meeting and make recommendations 
on pending agenda items. 

With three seats having turned over 
from the 2016-17 term, Cavallo is now the 
eldest member of the council and served 
as chairman of the meeting before Johnson 
was elected president. He will sit at the cen¬ 
ter table on the dais during meetings, along 
with the president and vice president. This 
distinction was previously held by Donald 
Rheault, who was not re-elected. 

Bitzas has set a town record by begin¬ 
ning his 15th consecutive term on the 
council. He is also the longest-serving cur¬ 
rent member of the council, beginning his 
29th year. Rheault had served more than 30 
years, but not consecutively. 

There will be a formal swearing-in cer¬ 
emony for elected officials on Sunday, Jan. 
7, at 1 p.m. at Roberta Doering School, 68 
Main St., Agawam. Cavallo said Lt. Gov. 
Karyn Polito is expected to attend. 


COHEN I from page 1 

Dog Park, the Skate Park, Wade Park 
and pickleball courts at Borgatti Field 
— as proud accomplishments, along 
with the new trash pickup system; new 
buildings during Cohen’s tenure for the 
Senior Center and Department of Pub¬ 
lic Works; new athletic facilities and 
cable television studio at Agawam High 
School; and the redevelopment of prop¬ 
erties targeted by the town’s anti-blight 
ordinance. 

The outgoing mayor also said he is 
leaving a financially healthy town to his 
successor, with an AA-plus bond rating; 
$13 million in free cash and $4 million 
in stabilization — far exceeding recom¬ 
mended minimums for cash reserves; 
a track record of 16 balanced budgets 
without any layoffs or cuts in services; 
the lowest tax rates among towns with 
split rates in the Pioneer Valley; and 
a fully-funded Level II school district, 
with full-day kindergarten, that has not 
had to resort to faculty or staff layoffs on 
Cohen’s watch. 

Cohen had praise for William Sapelli, 
who took over the job of mayor on Jan. 2. 

“He ran the schools. I think he’ll do a 
fine job,” Cohen said. At the same time, 
however, “there is a learning curve; be¬ 
ing mayor is different from being super¬ 
intendent.” 

The outgoing and incoming may¬ 
ors have been meeting regularly since 
the November election. Having been 
involved in all three previous mayor¬ 
al transitions — in 1999-2000, 2007-08 
and 2009-10 — Cohen said this is the 
smoothest one he’s seen yet, and he 
doesn’t expect wholesale changes at 
Town Hall. 

“Most people at home probably 
won’t notice much of anything” differ¬ 
ent, Cohen said. He added that he didn’t 
fire anyone upon taking office in 2000: 
“The employees knew more than I knew 
when I came in. I needed their experi¬ 
ence.” He did advise Sapelli to take ad¬ 
vantage of the experience of the current 
department heads and staff; “they know 
their jobs; let them do their jobs.” 

Though he’s enjoyed serving as 
mayor, Cohen is ready to move on to 
the next chapter in his life. The for¬ 
mer school and college teacher was 
42 years old when he won the first 
election campaign he had ever run, 
the 1999 mayoral race. Now he is 60 
years old. His twin brother Alan was a 
guidance counselor at Agawam High 
School during most of Cohen’s tenure 
as mayor, but retired a couple years 
ago and recently purchased Agawam 
Pack and Ship, a package and business 
services store on Springfield Street. 
Starting this week, both brothers will 
be running the store. 

The life of an entrepreneur can be 
stressful, but the Cohens probably 
don’t expect too many weeks like the 
last one of October 2011, when a big 
snowstorm snarled roads and utili¬ 
ties, putting town government, and 
its chief executive, on an emergency 
footing. 

“People were without power for 
seven days, including myself,” Cohen 
recalled. “We had briefings all week 
long. I was up almost 24 hours every 
day for seven to eight days. I’d get a 
couple hours’ sleep.” 

For someone who says his favorite 
part of the job was helping people, not 
being on 24-hour call will be “really 
bittersweet,” Cohen said. 

“It’s hard to give something up that 
you love,” he said, but “you have to 
know when. I didn’t have the fire in 
my belly to run again.” And now in his 
new life in the private sector, he add¬ 
ed, “When we close down the store at 
6 o’clock, I can go home.” 

In 2017, Cohen wasn’t ready to exit 
public life entirely; he ran for City 
Council, though he failed to win a 
place in the 24-way race for 11 seats. 
If he stays out in 2019, it would be the 
first time in 20 years that his name 
didn’t appear on Agawam ballots. He 
said he hasn’t made that decision, 
however. 

“I’m not saying anything. I never 
know what the future will bring,” Co¬ 
hen said. 



William Sa¬ 
pelli, right, 
is sworn 
in as 

Agawam’s 
fourth 
mayor on 
his first 
day of 
work Jan. 

2. Admin¬ 
istering 
the oath is 
Town Clerk 
Vincent 
Gioscia. 
SUBMITTED 
PHOTO 


SAPELLI I from page 1 

also appointed boards like the 
Liquor License Commission 
and the Stormwater Advisory 
Task Force. And he’s been meet¬ 
ing regularly with Agawam’s 
outgoing eight-term mayor, 
Richard Cohen, to come up to 
speed on what it takes to run a 
town government and to ensure 
a smooth transition. 

Asked what he’ll do differ¬ 
ently from his predecessor, 
Sapelli said he doesn’t want to 
compare himself to Cohen or 
criticize the former mayor. He 
said he wants to stay positive 
and let people judge him on his 
own merits. 

“What you’re going to get 
with me are openness and hon¬ 
esty, a hands-on person who gets 
to know people,” Sapelli said. 

So far, the only sign of big 
changes coming are a book of 
paint swatches lying casually 
on the desk — Sapelli remarks 
that he finds the brown-on- 
brown color scheme of Cohen’s 
office a little too dark for his 
tastes. Even the glass door to 
the office suite still said “Rich¬ 
ard A. Cohen” on it when Sapel¬ 
li arrived at work, though the 
Building Maintenance Depart¬ 
ment was scheduled to scrape 
those letters off later in the day. 

Sapelli said it’s too early, still, 
to consider any larger changes. 

“I’m going to listen and learn 
the first month,” Sapelli said. 
“I’m the type of guy who goes to 


Agawam’s mayors 

William Sapelli takes office as Aga¬ 
wam’s fourth mayor since the current 
form of government went into effect 
in 1990. Richard Cohen, the most 
recent mayor, served 16 years in the 
office, in two tenures of four two- 
year terms. Christopher Johnson, the 
town’s first mayor, served five terms. 
Susan Dawson served one term after 
unseating Cohen in the 2007 election. 

1990-1999.Christopher Johnson 

2000-2007.Richard Cohen 

2008-2009.Susan Dawson 

2010-2017.Richard Cohen 

2018- .William Sapelli 


get input from everybody be¬ 
fore the decision is made.” 

After a 40-year career in the 
Agawam School Department, 
including the last six years as 
school superintendent, Sapelli 
already knows many of the key 
staff at Town Hall. He’s worked 
with the police and fire chiefs on 
school safety. He’s worked with 
the Department of Public Works 
on school cancellations. Per¬ 
haps his closest relationships 
have been with the municipal 
Building Maintenance and Per¬ 
sonnel departments, which per¬ 
form the same functions for the 
schools as they do for the rest of 
town government. 

In meeting with town staff 
since being elected, Sapelli said 
he’s been pleased — though not 
surprised — at how coopera¬ 
tive and knowledgeable are the 
“dedicated individuals” of Aga¬ 


wam’s town government. 

“We have some people here 
who care and are hard-work¬ 
ing,” Sapelli says, and pauses. 
“They need to hear that more 
often. We’re in good shape. 
We’ve got some good people.” 

He said he also expects 
his experience in running the 
School Department to influ¬ 
ence the way he works with 
all municipal staff, including 
those he’s still getting to know. 
He had “department heads” 
in the schools, too, and he re¬ 
spected their areas of expertise. 
Back then it was how best to 
teach advanced physics or col¬ 
lege-level French. Now it will be 
police tactics or zoning regula¬ 
tions. The principle is the same. 

“As superintendent, I had 
department heads who knew 
all that information,” Sapelli 
said. “I was able to get them the 


tools they needed.” 

Then as now, those tools 
come primarily in the form of 
budget allocations. Barely an 
hour after arriving for his first 
official day at work, Sapelli said 
he’s already “in the middle” of 
working on the fiscal 2019 bud¬ 
get, having met with Cohen over 
the past six weeks. Prioritizing 
each department’s needs and 
delivering a spending plan that 
the City Council can support 
will probably be his biggest im¬ 
mediate challenge, Sapelli said. 

The council rejected Cohen’s 
budget last spring, later amend¬ 
ing it at an emergency meeting 
less than a week before the 
start of the fiscal year. Sapelli 
said he is committed to writing 
an “open and honest” budget 
that answers the council’s con¬ 
cerns about excess funds being 
carried from year to year. 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


FOR SALE 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 

- Restored with new woven seats - 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 

(413)267-9680 


RETIREE PAYS CASH 

for stamp collections, 
large or small. 

Will evaluate or buy. 
Questions?? 

Do you need postage? $400 for $320. 

Ron (413)896-3324 


AUCTIONS 


ANNUAL ANTIQUE AUCTION 

Saturday, January 6th, 2018,10am 
Quaboag Country Club, Palmer 
Rd„ Rt. 32 

Monson, MA PREVIEW HOURS: 
Friday January 5th, 3:00 PM to 6:00 
PM 

Saturday January 6th, 9:00 AM to 
10:00 AM 

IN THE EVENT OF SEVERE 
WEATHER SALE WILL HELD ON 
SUNDAY JANUARY 7th AT NOON! 
We’re starting out 2018 with a won¬ 
derful array of ANTIQUES including 
AMERICANA, PRIMITIVES, FUR¬ 
NITURE FROM ALL PERIODS, 
“WALLACE NUTTING” FURNI¬ 
TURE & PRINTS, LAMPS & LIGHT¬ 
ING, STERLING SILVER, ESTATE 
JEWELRY including Gold-Silver & 
Costume, ARTWORK & PRINTS, 
120 PIECE SET of MYOTT “CHEL¬ 
SEA BIRDS” CHINA, OTHER 
GLASS & CHINA, STUNNING MIR¬ 
RORS & SCONCES, ORIENTAL 
RUGS, INDIAN ARTIFACTS, NAN¬ 
TUCKET BASKETS, A SAND PAIL 
COLLECTION, A TRIVET COL¬ 
LECTION, A NICE “NANTUCKET” 
SIGN, AN AWESOME ROCKIN 
HORSE, AN ANTIQUE REVERSE 
PAINTED PANELS COLLECTION 
AND MUCH MUCH MORE! OVER 
300 LOTS! KEEP WATCHING AS 
WE UPDATE PHOTOS RIGHT UP 
TO AUCTION! 

Auctioneeer: Frank G. Kapsia, Mass 
Lie. # 1660 Visit Our Webpage www. 
wintergardenauction.com See Auc- 
tonzip 
#8223 


FOR SALE 


FIREWOOD 

2 YEAR SEASONED OAK & 

Hardwoods. Cut, split, delivered. 2, 3, 
4 cord loads. R.T. Smart & Sons 
(413)267-3827 www.rtsmart- 
wood.com. 


2 YR. SEASONED HARDWOOD 

qualiity & volume guaranteed. Call S & 
K Lawn Care 800-607-5296 or 413- 
267-3100. $220/ cord plus delivery. 


ALL SEASONED HARDWOOD 2 

yrs. Cut, Split, Del. Prompt Del. West- 
view Farms Creamery, LLC 413-246- 
1721,413-245-1055. 


FIREWOOD 

Fresh cut & split $150.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol¬ 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


LOG LENGTH FIREWOOD for 

sale. 7-8 cords delivered. $700.00 
delivered locally. Pricing subject to 
change. Place your order today. We 
also purchase standing timber. 1-800- 
373-4500. www.woodbundles.com 


HAY FOR SALE 

ORGANIC HAY FOR sale at Cream 
of the Crop Farm. Different prices for 
different qualities. All 800 pound bales. 
Call for info 413-297-6037, jerald@ 
creamofthecropfarm.net. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to¬ 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga¬ 
tion. CALL 1-800-417-0524 


FOR SALE 


COMCAST HI-SPEED INTER¬ 
NET $39 .99/mo. (for 12 mos.) No term 
agreement. Fast Downloads! PLUS 
Ask About our Triple Play (TV- Voice- 
Internet) for $89.99/mo. (lock in 2 yrs.!) 
CALL 1-844-835-5117 


INVENTORS- FREE INFOR¬ 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con¬ 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


LUNG CANCER? 60 Years Old? If 
so, you and your family may be entitled 
to a significant cash award. Call 800- 
364-0517 to learn more. No risk. No 
money out of pocket. 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE¬ 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro¬ 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser¬ 
vice or business to 1.7 million house¬ 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds@turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


SAFE STEP WALK-IN TUB #1 

Selling Walk-in tub in No. America. 
BBB Accredited. Arthritis Foundation 
Commendation. Therapeutic Jets. 
MicroSoothe Air Therapy System. 
Less that 4 Inch Step-In. Wide Door. 
Anti-Slip Floors. American Made. Call 
855-400-0439 for up to $1500. 
Off. 


FOR SALE 


SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY TV, 

Internet & Voice for $29.99/ea. 60 MB 
per second speed. No contract or com¬ 
mitment. We buy your existing contract 
up to $500.! 1-844-592-9018 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 

STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-286-0854 


WANTED 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want¬ 
ed. Planes, chisels, saws, levels, etc. 
Call Ken (413)433-2195. Keep your 
vintage tools working and get MONEY. 


WWI, WWII MILITARY items 
American, German, Japanese, med¬ 
als, swords, uniforms, patches, hel¬ 
mets, photos, manuals, flight jackets, 
knives, boyonets. (413)885-2889 


WANTED TO BUY 

WANTED- COSTUME JEWELRY, 

gold and silver, furs. Please call for 
more information or text (413)512- 
3714 


SERVICES 



■|*******A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap¬ 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


SERVICES 



2 ***** 

A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 

Lowest Rates, 

accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, base¬ 
ments, demo services 
10% disc, with this ad. 

All Major CC’s 

CALL NOW (413)531-1936 

acallwehaul@gmail.com 


ACE CHIMNEY SWEEPS Clean¬ 
ings, inspections, repairs, caps, liners, 
waterproofing, rebuilds. Gutterbrush 
installations. Local family owned some 
1986. HIC #118355. Fully insured. 
(413)547-8500 


ADAM QUENNEVILLE ROOF¬ 
ING, SIDING, WINDOWS- Shin¬ 
gle, Flat and Metal Roofs, Slate Roof 
Repairs, Roof and Siding Shampoo 
Service, Gutter Covers, porches. Life¬ 
time Vinyl Siding, Windows, Skylights 
& Sun Tunnels. Call (413)536-5955 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 

Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S ODD JOB 
SERVICE Rubbish removal, attics, 
cellars, garages cleaned. Light moving. 
Gutters Cleaned. Call someone you 
know (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish¬ 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class¬ 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)267-9680 for esti¬ 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas¬ 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 

(413)563-0487 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN - FRIDAY AT NOON 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


CATEGORY: 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

on Base Price 

$26.00 

21 Base Price 

$26.50 

22 Base Price 

$27.00 

23 Base Price 

$27.50 

24 Base Price 

$28.00 

25 Base Price 

$28.50 

26 Base Price 

$29.00 

27 Base Price 

$29.50 

28 Base Price 

$30.00 

2Q Base Price 

$30.50 

30 Base Price 

$31.00 

31 Base Price 

$31.50 

32 Base Price 

$32.00 

33 Base Price 

$32.50 

34 Base Price 

$33.00 

35 Base Price 

$33.50 

3fi Base Price 

$34.00 

37 Base Price 

$34.50 

38 Base Price 

$35.00 

3Q Base Price 

$35.50 

40 Base Price 

$36.00 


Name:. 


Address: 
Town:_ 


Phone: 


State:. 


- Zip:_ 


Number of Weeks:_X per week rate = $_ 

Credit Card: □ MasterCard □ VISA □ Discover □ Cash □ Check# _ 

Card #:_Exp. Date_CVV 


Amount of charge: 


Date: 


HILLTOWNS - MONDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 



Suburban 

Residential 

Circulation: 

59,000 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50$ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 


$ 5.00 


First ZONE base price_ 

Add a second ZONE $ 10.00 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 
x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


SERVICES 

SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 

TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 

Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 

Call Mike (413) 348-7967 


HANDYMAN SERVICES 

One call does it all 

Snowplowing/ Snowblowing/Sidewalk 

Clearing 

Remodeling, 

Roof repairs, 

Fully insured, Free Estimates 
Credit Cards Accepted 
www.lrhenterprises.net 

413-668-6685 


HANDYMAN SERVICES No job 

too small. Belchertown areas. Call 

(413)323-7669. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lie #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


WATER DAMAGE, DRYWALL, 

ceiling repair, complete finishing job. 
Fully insured. Call Ray (413)348- 
9832 



WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR¬ 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur¬ 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 

DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 

COLEMAN APPLIANCE SER- 
VICE Servicing all makes and mod¬ 
els of washers, dryers, refrigerators, 
stoves, dishwashers, air conditioners. 
Also dryer vent cleaning. (413)536- 
0034 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver¬ 
tising caring of children must list a li¬ 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

COMPUTERS SHOULDN’T BE 

frustrating or frightening. I’ll come to 
you. Upgrades, troubleshooting, set¬ 
up, tutoring. Other electronics too. Call 
Monique (413)237-1035 


ELECTRICIAN 

BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 

service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti¬ 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lie. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE 

#E16303 Free estimates. Senior Dis¬ 
counts. Insured. 40 years experience. 
No job too small. Cell (413)330- 
3682 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

MENARD GARAGE DOORS Au¬ 
thorized Raynor dealer specializing in 
the best quality and selection of insu¬ 
lated garage doors. Sales, Installation, 
service and repairs of residential and 
commercial garage doors and open¬ 
ers. Fully insured. Free estimates. Call 
(413)289-6550, (413)626-1978 
or www.menardgaragedoors.com 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


SERVICES 


HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

ACO 

MASONRY, HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING 

All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, 
flat work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
Power Washing 
Licensed & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam Ouimette 
413-374-7779 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 

Call for all your needs. Windows, sid¬ 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in¬ 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lie. #97110, HIC Lie #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 

Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc¬ 
es. Lie #086220. Please call Kevin 

(978)355-6864. 


SERVICES 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 

for all your exterior home improve¬ 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT¬ 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


INSTRUCTION 

TRUCK DRIVERS 
NEEDED 

A & B CDL CLASSES + BUS 
Chicopee, MA (413)592-1500 

UNITED TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOL 
Unitedcdl.com 


LANDSCAPING 

BOMBARD LANDSCAPING 

Bobcat & Backhoe Work 
Tree Removal 
Snow Plowing 
Winter Odd Jobs 
Free Estimated, Senior Discounts 
Fully Insured 
(413)538-8721 


PAINTING 

SMALL INDOOR PAINTING jobs 
Free estimates. Call 860-394-9474. 


SERVICES 


PLUMBING 

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lie #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace¬ 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 

Oil Burner Tune Ups 
“Tis the Season” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 

(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 

FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 

types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. 


SKY-TECH ROOFING, INC. 40 

years experience. Commercial, resi¬ 
dential. Insured. Shingles, single-ply 
systems. Tar/ gravel, slate repairs. 24 
hour Emergency Repairs. (413)348- 
9568, (413)204-4841. (413)536- 
3279 


SNOWPLOWING 


JJ BARBEAU LANDSCAPING 

Family run 

Reliable snowplowing 
Commercial/ Residential 
Fully insured 
Jason (413)330-7230 


TREE WORK 

ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


HELP WANTED 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every¬ 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


H & H TREE SERVICE Fully in¬ 
sured. 15 yrs experience climbing. 
Call Dave for additional services. 413- 
668-6560 day or night. 


PETS 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 

MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 

GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 

WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 

ORG 


HORSES 

HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 

offered year round at our state of the 
art facility, beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo¬ 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


HELP WANTED 


CLINICAL THERAPIST West 
Brookfield Counseling Center, W. 
Brookfield MA. Established busy coun¬ 
seling center with warm & person¬ 
alized atmosphere seeking full-time 
Mass, licensed therapist. Some eve¬ 
nings required. Fee for service & Mass 
Health clients. Will help obtain MBHP 
credentialing. Salary: $60 to $90,000/ 
yr. Required Experience: Educa¬ 
tion- Masters, Clinical Outpatient Ther¬ 
apy- 2yrs, License/certification- LMHC, 
LICSW, LCSW, LMFT Call 508-867- 
4451 


HELP WANTED 


CONSTRUCTION COST ESTI¬ 
MATOR General Construction/Civil - 
Full or Part-time for consulting firm with 
regional client base working primarily 
for architectural clients. 

Salary/ Rate commensurate with ex¬ 
perience. 

West Brookfield office; right candidate 
may perform some work from home. 
Call (508)867-3222 


EARN AN INCOME at home by car¬ 
ing for adults with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities. Con¬ 
tact Massachusetts MENTOR at 508- 
368-2700 (ext 2724) 


REAL ESTATE 


COMMERCIAL 

RENTALS 

SOUTH HADLEY- 28 Main St 
Hair salon with 2 stations. Parking lot 
across the street. 413-832-8516. 


FOR RENT 



EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know¬ 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


CHICOPEE/ ALDENVILLE- 3 
ROOM, 2nd fl„ includes heat, HW, 
appliances, WD hook-ups. No smok¬ 
ing, No pets. 1st, last, 
security 413-536-0844. 


REAL ESTATE 


CHICOPEE/ FAIRVIEW ONE BR, 

like new, 2nd fl- 2 family, heat, HW, 
central air, $850, 1st, last 413-315- 
9848. 


VACATION 

RENTALS 

WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


tii 

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 

This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Find your 
dream home or 
apartment or 
list your 
property here! 



Part time work that makes a real difference! 
Earn an hourly wage plus mileage reimbursement! 

Drivers are needed generally between 10:30 AM to 1:00 
PM to deliver meals to homebound elders in Chicopee 
and Holyoke. Excellent attendance, a valid driver’s 
license, reliable vehicle, and a good driving record are 
required. 

If you would like to join the team of Home Delivered 
Meal Drivers, please send a resume or you can come 
to our office 4 Valley Mill Road, Holyoke, MA to fill out 
an application 

EOE/AA 


Public Notices 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD17P2135EA 
Estate of: 
Chrisanthe Carozi 
Also Known As: 
Chrisanthe Carozi 
Date of Death: 
August 23, 2017 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 
To all persons interested 
in the above captioned estate, 
by Petition of Petitioner 
Anthula Gross of Chevy 
Chase MD 

Anthula Gross of Chevy 
Chase MD has been infor¬ 
mally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 

The estate is being admin¬ 
istered under informal pro¬ 
cedure by the Personal Rep¬ 
resentative under the Mass¬ 
achusetts Uniform Probate 
Code without supervision 
by the Court. Inventory and 
accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are enti¬ 
tled to notice regarding the 
administration from the 
Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 


in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu¬ 
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict¬ 
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner. 

1/04/18 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 


Docket No. HD17P0275EA 
Estate of: 

Kenneth F. Follett 
Date of Death: 01/13/2017 
CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 
APPOINTMENT OF 
SUCCESSOR PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE 
To all interested persons: 
A Petition has been filed 
by: Lauren F Olanoff of 
Ludlow MA 

requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order that 

Lauren F Olanoff of 

Ludlow MA be appoint¬ 
ed as Successor Personal 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

You have the right to 


obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear¬ 
ance and objection at this 
Court before 10:00 a.m. on 
01/11/2018. 

This is NOT a hear¬ 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ¬ 
ten appearance and objection 
if you object to this pro¬ 
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

The estate is being 
administered under formal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 


Massachusetts Uniform 
Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts are 
not required to be filed with 
the Court, but recipients are 
entitled to notice regarding 
the administration from the 
Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribution 
of assets and expenses of 
administration. 

Witness, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: December 26, 2017 

Suzanne T. Seguin 

Register of Probate 

1/04/18 


LEGAL NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given 
by Langonet Towing pursu¬ 


ant to the provisions of G.L. 
c.255, Section 39A, that on 
JANUARY 10, 2018 at 63 
Ramah Cir S, Agawam the 
following Motor Vehicles 
will be sold at private sale 
to satisfy the garagekeeper’s 
lien thereon for storage, tow¬ 
ing charges, and expenses of 
notices and sale of said vehi¬ 
cle. 

2015 HONDA CIVIC 

VIN: 2HGFB2F7XFH507692 
Gary Schara 
67 Lathrop St 

West Springfield MA 01089 

2007 HONDA CBR 

MOTORCYCLE 

VIN: JH2PC40077M003081 

Tajh Russell 

181 Elm St 

Agawam MA 01001 

12/21, 12/28/17, 1/04/18 


WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 

Public notices 

ARE NOW ONLINE 

1 Email all Access archives and Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 

notices to digital tear sheets by public notice web site to search all notices in 

notices@turley.com x j newspaper title. L, J Massachusetts newspapers. 

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon , Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


visit www.publicnotices.turley.oovn 
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Youth 


School lunch menus andAHS Counseling Bulletin are on page X. 


Students ranked in state, nation for Rubik’s Cube 



Roberta Doering students, from left, Gabe Rua, Nick Finley, Coleman Bradlee, Vinny Rodier and Josh¬ 
ua Kipp placed in the top 10 statewide in a Rubik’s Cube Competition held in May. SUBMITTED PHOTOS 



Agawam Junior High students, from left, Kaden Sheehan, Colin La, A.K. Liporada, Sam Morse, Antho¬ 
ny Virella and Isaac Diaz display their certificates of achievement. Liporada placed third in the state 
in a Rubik’s Cube Competition held last spring at Doering School. 


Last May, the Roberta G. Doering 
School held its second Rubik’s Cube com¬ 
petition. The competition is promoted by 
YouCanDoTheCube.com, which sponsors 
competitions around the state as well as 
nationwide. Students work as fast as they 
can to solve a 3-by-3 Rubik’s Cube individ¬ 
ually and work in teams of eight to solve 25 
cubes. The times were compiled this year 
and many local students earned top spots 
statewide and nationwide. 

In Division 2, grades 6-8, two students 
from Agawam Junior High placed in the top 
five statewide and in the top 65 nationwide. 
A.K. Liporada solved a cube with a time of 
22.82 seconds, placing third in the state and 
36th in the nation. Sam Morse took 25.74 
seconds, placing fifth in the state and 61st 
in the nation. Several others placed in the 
top 50 statewide. The students, times and 
placements are: Colin La, 19th, 40:63; An¬ 
thony Virella, 29th, 53.95; Isaac Diaz, 43rd, 
1:13:90 and Kaden Sheehan, 48th, 1:22:73. 


In Division 1, grades K-5, six students 
from Roberta Doering School placed in the 
top 20 statewide, with five of them placing 
in the top 10: Jason Kendall, third, 48:09; 
Vinny Rodier, fourth, 49.15; Joshua Kipp, 
fifth, 52.76; Gabe Rua, sixth, 53.80; Coleman 
Bradlee, ninth, 58.81; and Nick Finley, 17th, 
1:18:37. 

Many of these students learned to solve 
the cube only a few months before the com¬ 
petition. They then formed teams to work 
on solving 25 cubes as fast as possible. State¬ 
wide, the division 2 Agawam Junior High 
School and Doering School teams placed 
sixth and seventh, with times of 4:08:62 and 
4:10:77, respectively, and nationally placed 
85th and 87th. Doering School’s Division 1 
team placed second with a time of 7:39:86 
and placed 103rd nationwide. 

The AJHS team was coached by Sandra 
Johnson and Patty Burns and the Doering 
teams were coached by Karen Hotaling and 
Chuck Gales. 


Rosie Robotics team season 
kickoff this Saturday at AHS 


Rosie Robotics’ build season begins 
this weekend when the rules of the 
2017-18 FIRST Power Up competition 
are announced. 

The team invites everyone from the 
community to join it for a kickoff cele¬ 
bration on Saturday, Jan. 6. Doors open 
at 9 a.m. in the technical wing of Aga¬ 
wam High School, 760 Cooper St., Aga¬ 


wam. The rules of this year’s game will 
be revealed at 10 a.m. Members of the 
team, who are all students at AHS, have 
no advance knowledge of the type of ro¬ 
bot they will have to build this spring. 

For more information concerning 
kickoff or build season, feel free to con¬ 
tact Brianna Gaynor at racegirl.bril@ 
yahoo.com. 



























